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The publisherof The Sunday School Times desires 
us to remind subscribers who wish to stop their 
paper that they should notify him to that effect, as 
the paper is sent until a discontinuance is ordered. 


A church in a Pennsylvania town is said to have 
an oil-well on its premises which pays the whole 
expenses of the parish. We do not know whether 
the story is true, or what the spiritual condition of 
that particular church is. But as a rule an oil-well 
is about as undesirable a church servant as could be 
found. A church with a fund isin great danger 
of limiting its work to the revenues of that fund. 
Giving blesses the giver as well as the receiver. 


Two of our first-class magazines have lately been 
imposed upon by plagiarists. Itis an impossibility 
for an editor to be familiar with the whole body oi 
English literature. But any literature-thief may be 
sure that, sooner or later, somebody wiill find him 
out; and we would remind him that nothing in the 
wide world so instantaneously ends his future work. 
The price received by the latest borrower in Scrib- 





tation. 


Next week we thall begin the publication of 
Mrs. Rose Terry Cooke’s promised story. Its title 
is “Happy Dodd; or, She Hath Done What She 
Could.” Mrs. Cooke has for some years been con- 
sidered one of our most effective writers of shorter 
stories and magazine sketches, her prose having no 
less grace of style and beauty of sentiment than her 
verse. This longer story will prove to be an accu- 
rate picture of New England life and character, with 
& positive religious purpose. 


There is one kind of “ reading between the lines” 
with which a newspaper has no business. The merit 
of an article has nothing to do with the personal 
circumstances of its writer. A starving mother with 
three sick children may be the author of a poem 
not worth printing; while a man with a check- 
book in every pocket may write something of the 
highest interest. George William Curtis once said 
that when an editor made his pages “ eleemosynary 
institutions,” his subscribers would soon stop send- 
ing him money thus to be bestowed upon the suffer- 
ing poor. The first editor of the London Athe- 
neum refused all society invitations, so that he might 
not havea personal friend in the Liiexary guild. That 
was going too far; but it is safe to say, that a news- 
paper’s business is with writings, not with writers. 


Our emphasis of the importance of “reading 
between the lines” has called out varied comment, 
and we have been somewhat surprised that so many 
intelligent readers were unaware how commonly 
used is the phrase we quoted, and how widely recog- 
nized is the necessity of the duty it indicates. In 
courts of law, reference is constantly made to what 
must be read “ between the lines” in the interpre- 
tation of any contract, or testament, or other docu- 
ment under examination. So careful and scholarly a 
commentator as Meyer, on the New Testament, often 
calls attention to what must be read “ between the 
lines” in the sacred text, for a full understanding of 
a passage. And here comes a beautiful illustration 
of the more commendable reading of the sort, in the 
graceful response of the poet Whittier to the trib- 
utes which his feilow-poets have rendered to his gen- 
ius and his spirit, on the occasion of his seventieth 
birthday : 

With not unglad surprise 
I see my life-work through your partial eyes; 
Assured, in giving to my home-taught songs 
A higher value than of right belongs, 
You do but read between the written lines 
The finer grace of unfulfilled designs, 

The exemption of churches from taxation is a per- 
petual red rag in the eyes of The Index, of Boston. 
The lass number of that journal contains a frantic 
editorial on the subject, studded with displayed 
type. The aim of the article is to show that Trinity 
Church, in New York, owns city property worth 
seveuty millions of dollars; annually evades taxes 
amounting to a m'llion and three-quarters, und sup- 
ports seven hundred and sixty-four liquor saloons 
and ninety-six disreputable houses. The Index 
concludes, accordingly, that infidelity supports 
morality, while Christianity is maintained by the 
revenues of vice and iniquity. It is well to base 


as follows: The productive property of Trinity 
Church, at present valuation, is worth some seven 
million dollars, Its net annual income is about 
five hundred thousand dollars. Of late years it 
has wholly removed all reproach of being a rich 
man’s church. In church and chapels it sells no 
pews, and buys up as fast as possible those still 
owned by private individuals, Of its six chapels, 
St. Cornelius’ on Governor's Island, is solely for the 
soldiers of the garrison. St. Chrysostom’s, Thirty- 
ninth Street and Seventh Avenue, is in a middle- 
class region, is wholly free, and supports week-day 
and Sunday schools for the neighboring poor, to 
whom it offers three services Sundays, and two on 
week-days, The pews in thefold St. Paul's and St. 
John’s Chapels, down town, are almost all free, and 
both are poor men’s churches in every sense. For 
St. Paul’s lot, in the era of high prices, the parish 
refused two million dollars, though two other of its 
churches are within half a mile; and it spent, instead, 
twenty thousand dollars upon its renovation. St. 
Augustine's Chapel has just been erected in East 
Houston Street, one of the worst slums in the city, 
at a great cost; and outside and inside it is really 
the most elegant structure belonging to the parish. 
Trinity Chapel, Twenty-fifth Street, is the only one 
that the rich communicants retain for themselves, 
and pew_rentals in that church go no higher than 
eighty dollars a year. In Trinity Church itself, 
under the present régime, the poor crowd the church 
with entire freedom, and on Christmas and Easter it 
is hard to get inside the fence. Besides this, Trinity 
Church supports, in whole or in part, at least fifteen 
other churches in New York. An assistant minister- 
ship in the parish means such constant work in 
tenement houses that all but the strongest and most 
devoted students in the general Theological Semi- 
nary shrink from accepting the position. As for 
liquor saloons, etc., they are ejected whenever possi- 
ble, though sub-rentals and long leases sometimes 
present legal complications which require delay and 
patience. This record of work in New York The 
Index calls “ fostering immorality,” “ demoralizing 
society,” “pandering to the most depraved appe- 
tites,"” “robbing the whole people,” “ debauching 
the public conscience,” “squandering millions on 
luxurious church buildings,” and “making Ohris- 
tianity so exclusively a rich man’s religion that the 
poor and the lowly turn away from it in bitterness 
of soul.” Will The Index please give us counter- 
balancing statistics from the Plympton Hall Liberal 
Club, or E. B. Foote’s branch thereof ? 





WHAT TO DO WITH ONE’S HANDS. 


On the sign of a Chestnut Street dancing-master, 
in Philadelphia, is the announcement of instruction 
in the “ position of hands "—a department of educa- 
tion more important than would at first glance be 
apparent. What to do with his hands is a matter of 
no slight perplexity to @ young man, or to an over- 
grown boy, especially when he is making an evening 
call, or trying to appear at his ease in ladies’ society. 
His hands seem so large, so heavy, so clumsy, of 80 
little practical value, and so far from ornamental, 
just then and there, that he is almost ready to wish 
he had no hands for the time being, or, at all events, 





that his arms were like pencil-cases, so that he could 
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close them in up to the elbows when he sat down. 
And long before a youth goes into society he has 
trouble with his hands. Among his earliest recollec- 
tions are his mother’s or his nurse's warnings to keep 
his hand off this, or out of that, and to let alone the 
very things his fingers were aching to lay hold on. 
He found at the beginning of life, and he is more and 
more impressed with the truth as he grows older, 
that what to do with one’s hands isa very serious 
practical question. No wonder, therefore, that some 
one should propose to give instruction on this deli- 
cate point, and should hold out a promise of it as 
one of the attractions of his ‘‘ academy.” 

But the teaching of what to do with one’s hands, 
and what not to do with them, is quite too important 
a matter to be shut up to adancing-school. There is 
a place for it in the Christian family. It ought not 
to be neglected in the Sunday-school. Even the 
pastor might give it prominence in his pulpit teach- 
ings; for the Bible is full of lessons on the subject. 
Indeed, whatever is worth thinking about in the con- 
duct of life finds frequent mention in the Bible. There 
is no lack there of counsels concerning methods of 
business, modes of thought and speech, social cour- 
tesies, dress, diet, work, rest, amusements, or any- 
thing else which affects 2 man’s relations to his God, 
his neighbor, or himself, Hence, of course, the “ posi- 
tion of hands" has due prominence in the sacred 
pages. 

We are reminded in the Bible that the hand is a 
very important member of the body ; that “the eye 
cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of you;”’ 
that even if it seems, at times, a clumsy and encum- 
bering member, the hand is necessary to the body's 
true completeness and best work. Yet, because of 
this very importance of the hand among the mem- 
bers, it may be so misused and wrongly trained as to 
prove more of a hindrance than a help ; and for that 
emergency the Bible suggests a remedy: “If thy 
right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from 
thee; for it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy. whole body 
should be cast into hell.” It is well for a man to 
know when the best position for his right hand is on 
the chopping-block. 

A man’s hands which are worth saving must be 
clean hands. ‘“ Who shall ascend unto the hill of 
the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? He 
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart.” There- 
fore it is that David says, “ I will wash my hands in 
innocency ;"" that James calls out “Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye 
double-minded ;" and that Job affirms confidently : 
“He that hath clean hands shall be stronger and 
stronger.” Hands that are stained with blood, or 
polluted with bribes, or defiled with any evil doing, 
need washing. Their best position is in a moral 
bath. No covering of gloves will make them really 
presentable in “ the hill of the Lord.” 

And clean hands must be busy hands. Hands are 
made for service, not for show. Here is wherea 
great many young men need teaching. They are 
not doing anything with their hands which is worth 
doing. No wonder that they want to keep their 
hands out of sight. ‘‘ The slothful man hideth his 
hand in his bosom ; it grieveth him to bring it again to 
hismouth;” and “ the fool foldeth his hands together.” 
Sluggards and fools never have their hands in grace- 
fyl position. Hands that have no part in honest 
industry are of as little use as ornament to a young 
man. Whataman does with his hand settles the 
question of what he has, and evidences what he is. 
“The recompense of a man’s hands shall be rendered 
unto him,” and “the hand of the diligent maketh 
rich.” Therefore Paul says, “Study ... to work 
with thy hands; ” and the Preacher counsels, ‘“‘ What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do "—which is worth doing 
—“ do it with thy might.” Reaching out the hands 
to those who need hélp and cheer, and giving from 
an open hand to those who are in want, are also les- 
sons in the position of hands which the Bible does 
not forget. “ Withhold not good from them to whom 


itis due, when it is in the power of thine hand to 
do it.” A man ought to put his hands in his pocket ; 
very often at this season of the year; but he should 
not keep them there. Withdrawing them full, he 
should empty them into the Lord's treasury—whether 
the opening of that treasury be in the sanctuary or 
in the homes of the Lord's poor. 

But there are positions of the hand toward the 
Lord which the Bible emphasizes, “ Lift up your 
hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord,” says the 
Psalmist. ‘ Let us lift up our hearts with our hands 
unto the God of heaven,” adds the prophet. And 
the apostle declares further, “I will that men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands.” And it is 
promised of the days when all men shall know how 
to use their hands wisely, and shall want to have 
them in position, that one man “shall subscribe with 
his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by 
the name of Israel.’ At the foot of a formal 
covenant with the Lord is the very best position in 
which any young man’s hand can next be found—if 
it has not already been there. 

It is very evident that there is a good deal in this 
question of the “ position of hands,” and that young 
men, and all teachers of the young, would do well to 
study it up. “ Blessed is themanthat .. . keepeth 
his hand from doing any evil "—from being ever ina 
wrong position. “If thou hast done foolishly in 
lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, lay 
thine hand upon thy mouth "—and learn what the 
counsel of the Bible is to one in your emergency. 





NEWSPAPER PULPITS. 


The Nation, of New York, is grieved at the 
increasing frequency of religious editorials in the 
secular press, especially at the Christmas season. It 
finds them “ unctuous and perfunctory,” and says that 
people have come to associate them with “the era 
of inflation and corruption,” and to look forward to 
the time when there wil! be “ something sincere and 
simple” in their place. This is because these 
editorials aim to expound the true meaning of Christ- 
mas, and to point out “the advantages of peace and 
good will on earth.” They are preached, further- 
more, from “such queer pulpits.” Now, an earnest 
Christian minister would be quite willing to preach 
the goepel from a barrel-head, if no better pulpit 
were at hand. For that matter, if a gambler or a 
pickpocket were to assemble his friends on Christmas 
morning in the nearest bar-room, and read to them 
Luke's account of the Nativity, the personal char- 
acter of the epeaker or the wickedness of the 
surroundings would not necessarily vitiate the truth 
or impair the influence of the story. This is an 
extreme case. Most of the daily papers that print 
religious editorials are edited, like Thackeray’s ideal 
journal, “by gentlemen for gentlemen,” and are 
quite as worthy of a reputation for sincerity on the 
25th of December as on any other day. Their 
graver articles are almost always prepared by the 
elder and more conscientious members of the staff, 
or, as is a frequert custom in city journals, by 
eminent clergymen outside the office. An editorial 
on “ the advantages of peace and good will on earth,” 
notwithstanding The Nation’s dislike thereof, is 
quite likely to influence somebody in favor of right- 
eousness, and nobody against it. The Nation itself 
favors certain political and eocial reforms which 
depend upon a national conscience for success. It 
makes no secret, we believe, of the fact that nearly 
half of its subscribers are clergymen. Does it find 
its influence hindered by their regular Christmas or 
Sunday sermons, their queer pulpits, or the per- 
functory nature of their duties ? 

The relations between religion and the secular 
press form a favorite subject for discussion. Some ot 
the speakers at the recent Episcopal Church Congress 
insisted that the two are antagonistic. But the old 
idea that newspapers are to supplant pulpits is pretty 
generally abandoned. The readers of the morning 








paper go to church Sundays, and those who do not 


read are the hardest to reach by religious influences. 
The conscientious editor is painfully aware that he 
has a personal responsibility here and a heaven or a 
hell hereafter. The unscrupulous journalist is 
shrewd enough to perceive that he caunot go counter 
to the general sentiment of the churches. The 
sooner people disabuse themselves of the idea that 
the Christian church is “ puffed’ into notice by the 
daily journal the better. The way for the church to 
treat “the relations between religion and the secu- 
lar press’’ is to go on about its own business. It 
can dictate, but it cannot be bidden; for its work is 
that of the gospeller. Newspapers are its useful 
allies, but not its masters. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—We are often asked if we know where an old library 
can be placed to advantage, Here is acall from a Sunday- 
school which is open to receive the books which some 
more favored school has no longer need of: 


Library wanted! Perhaps there is a Sunday-school in some 
“ well-to-do” community that has a library that is thrown aside, 
which it would present by gift, or would loan the same, to a 
school unable to purchase. We would pay the transportation. 
The person having charge of such a library will please send a 
postal card to H. Hulbert, Box 236, Almont, Michigan 


—It seems that that story in The Interior, about a mission- 
scholar giving back to Charles M. Morton the identical 
answer which was mentioned in The Times as long ago 
given to Mr. Trumbull, in Hartford, was merely an edi- 
torial adaptation to Chicago of an incident from another 
great centre of influence. Mr. Morton says of it, in a 
note to the editor of The Times: 


Christian workers, and many other folks, often hear stories 
concerning themselves that are absolutely new. I see that The 
Sunday School Times of this week notices a remarkable coinci- 
dence in your experience and mine. In reply, I would like to 
say that I have often lost my patience in the Sabbath school, but 
was never “gotten away with” so cleverly as you acknowledge 
to have been, some twenty-five years ago. 


Well, Mr. Trumbull has profited by his mission-school 
training, and does not get “mad” over these free uses of 
his experience by his editorial brethren. 


—There is no accepted standard of a good Sunday-school 
book. In this sphere, as in others, “one man’s meat is 
another man’s poison.” One committee of Christian gen- 
tlemen or Christian ladies will recommend for the Sunday- 
school library the very books which another good com- 
mittee would pronounce undesirable for that place. Yet 
there is a constant call for the opinions of those who are 
supposed to be competent judges concerning new books 
from which selections are to be made for the Sunday- 
school. We recently spoke of “The Story of Creation,” 
as told by the Rev. Dr. Campbell, and published by 
Lockwood, Brooks & Co., Boston, and now the Rev. Dr, 
Knox. of Elmira, N. Y., gives his opinion of it—which we 
are glad to give place to. He says: 


Great minds have mutual sympathies, which may or may not 
be the reason why editor Field’s experience in this week’s 
Evangelist is mine. He does not read novels because he has not time; 
has been round the world, but not throngh “ Daniel Deronda.” 
If the author of the latest and best book of travels dare confess 
that, why not 1? We have no more time in the country than 
you who live in the cjty, which is why some of us have not read 
the Jew story Dr. Fields speaks of. But another Jew story, told 
first by Moses and last by the Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Rochester, 
N. Y., LAave found time to read. It has been read aloud in the 
family with so much interest that I have wished others might 
share the pleasure sure to be received by old and young from its 
pages. The story is told with a delightful transparency of thought 
and style. The manner is ro conversational and pictorial that a 
child’s attention is won by it: while for matter the author so draws 
npon the resources supplied him by philology and geology and 
astronomy, and the whole circle of the sciences, that there is no 
lack of study in it for full-grown readers. As to the scientific 
contents, I judge that the author has only sought authentic 
sources. The names he oftenest cites as authorities are those of 
Dawson, Dana, Guyot; Presidents McCosh, Potter, and Anderson: 
Professors Tayler Lewis, Mitchell, Winchell, etc. ; showing him to 
be reasonably abreast of the literature and learning of his 
theme and time. His references to Huxley, Darwin, and 
Tyndall are never in an excited or captious spirit, but with 
perfect good temper, as if he felt that the truth as it is in 
Moses and Jesus had nothing to fear from them. I know of 
no volume better calculated to relieve the anxieties and per- 
plexities of ordinary minds, disturbed by skeptical suggestions 
touching the Genesis record. It would be doing a service to our 
Sunday-schools to put this book on every library shelf. 
story that would surely be read. 


It isa 
I mean that the teschers and 


scholars of my schoo! shall have the opportunity, and I hore that 
many other pastors will be of the same mind. 
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NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPING. 
BY EMMA HUNTINGTON NASON. 


Beautiful Summer at rest lieth low ; 
On the bare, brown earth she pillowed her head, 
And the mourners, moving passive and slow, 
Have chanted their requiem over the dead. 
Her blue-veined lids are rimmed with frost; 
The light has gone from her azure eyes; 
The rose from her lips forever is lost; 
Stark on the cold, dark sod she lies. 


The autumn flowers swung out to the breeze 
Their gorgeous bloom of yellow and red, 
And whispered low to the trees, “ O trees, 
Let not the world know Summer is dead! ” 
But the great trees drooped in the dreary spell, 
And down from the clouds of molten lead 
The shivering, quivering rain-drops fell, 
And night-winds echoed, ‘Summer is dead.” 


Oh, never had death, in all that lie 

On his low, damp shrine, a form more fair ; 
Oh, never did flowers so sadly die 

As the flowers that died in her sunny hair. 
Fall softly, ye wincing-sheets of snow, 

Softly fall over her lowly bed! 
Never was earth so full of woe, 

Beautiful Summer is dead—is dead ! 


Dead? Was the Maker mightier when 
The new-born stars first gemmed the skies? 
Is he shorn of his grace, O children of men, 
Who said to the maiden, “ Arise, arise” ? 
The arm of Omnipotence ever keeps 
The miracle, age renewed in strength; 
The maid is not dead! She sleeps—but sleeps 
In fullness of bloom to rise at length. 





REMEMBERING THE DEAD. 


BY THE REV. L. M. LORMAN. 


In going through Woodlawn or Greenwood, these lovely 
days, nothing is more touching than the sight of wreaths 
and flowers which tender hands have laid upon the graves. 
This, of course, is true at funerals, when grief is fresh and 
overwhelming; but there are not a few deep and tender 
souls who are never so cured of sorrow but year after year 
they bring some fresh tribute to the memory of the dead. 
Here it is a wreath of immortelles; there, a pillow of flow- 
ers, with “father” or “mother,” or more often the name 
of some dear child, inwrought with violets; and there again 
a cross of ivy-leaves, or a gravestone twinea about with 
myrtle. In such ways do loving friends give proof of 
their affection; in such ways do loving mothers, whose 
grief is a hidden spring, and whose love is everlasting, 
cherish the memory of their dead. 

Could anything be more human? This is the’ season of 
jnterchanging gifts, of renewing friendships, of making 
glad the household. Wreaths and crosses adorn the win- 
dows, and flowers beautify the home. But what of those 
whose looks, words, actions, whose presence seems so real, 
and yet who no longer complete the household; whose 
names are so familiar and dear, and yet almost spoken in 
a whisper; who are so fondly and almost palpably near 
and yet strangely gone; to whom we would give the 
choicest gifis and the most loving tokens, but who are 
wanting to receive them, and to make returns of love? 
Amid all the gladness and congratulations, are we to give 
them no thought? Shall we think no more of their affec- 
tion, nobleness, courage; of their delightful presence in 
the household, and ever-gladdening smiles? Do not their 
graves deserve the remembrance of a few flowers, where 
indeed, flowers chiefly signify? Is it it not here that they 
30 beautifully remind us that Christ is risen, and that as 
in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive? 

But this is all childishness, sentiment—what good does 
it do? And, indeed, what good does it do to remember any- 
thing good and noble in this world? But, unlike the pa- 
gans, we are looking forward as well as back, and are think- 
ing not of dissolving dust, but of glorified spirits ; even as 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. Surely, 
if the old Greeks could bury the choicest treasures in the 
tombs of their departed, it is not a costly, though a far 
more significant thing to lay a few flowers on the graves 
of those blessed dead who die in the Lord. But as to the 
sentiment of the thing, he is strangely hardened who would 
not delight to be remembered in this way, and to have 
such proofs of affection. 

But there is none too much of it. We find, said a gen- 
tleman at Woodlawn, that the majority of people remem- 
ber their friends a little while, and that is the end of it. 
What signifies, then, the pomp of funerals and the great 
parade of grief? But to give some proof that love took 


hold, and that death was a real bereavement ; that ashadow 





has fallen upon the household which can never be removed; 
and that though no longer here these precious ones are 
ever in our thoughts,—this is something better than a 
momentary profusion of flowers, and gushing of the eyelids. 
It is at least comforting to know that in a great city 
where life is so noisy and visible and demoralizing; where 
there is such pushing of the strong against tae weak, and 
of the proud against the humble; where amid the whirl 
and vanity, and insane competition, the majority would 
seem to forget even their dearest friends when once the 
grave receives them,—there are not a few who from time to 
time seek out those sacred resting-plaves in the city of the 
dead, where with tears, and flowers, and communion with 
those so beloved and cherished, they give proof of an abid- 
ing though sanctifyimg sorrow, and of undying devotion 
and love. 





INTOXICANTS.—THE EVIDENCE OF AN 
EXPERT. 


BY J. B. T. MARSH. 


There is a large class of intelligent, well-disposed men 
and women, whose indifference to the temperance cause is 
probably a greater obstacle to its progress than any open 
opposition which it encounters. It lies like a wet blanket 
on your efforts when you attempt to kindle a general inter- 
est in the work ; like oil on the rails when you try to start 
the driving-wheels of public sentiment. 


They may or may not use liquor themselves. It does 
not seem a matter of any special concern to them whether 
other people use it. They smile at charts of the Black 
Valley Railroad, and wonder how simple souls can be 
scared by such spooks as that. Mr. Gough’s dramatic 
illustrations move them to no more feeling against drink 
than Rip Van Winkle’s misfortunes—not quite so much, 
for they are not such good acting. They look on a drunk- 
ard, if they happen to know one, asa man with so little 
sense and self-control that if he didn’t get into misery by 
drink he would in some other way. They have no concep- 
tion of what a widespread evil intemperance is. They do 
not know what an awful thing the natural and the inevi- 
table results of the use of liquor are. 


It is worth while to get before these friends—so many 
of whom are in church fellowship, and some of whom are 
in Sunday-school work with us—theevidence of an expert, 
the testimony that physiological science gives in this 
indictment of alcohol. Our witness is a distinguished 
London physician, fellow of the Royal Society, fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians, honorary member of philo- 
sophical societies on both sides of the Atlantic, a life-long 
student of vital statistics, a straight-forward, fact-loving, 
truth-telling Englishman,—Dr, Benjamin Ward Richard- 
son, He gives in his evidence with none of the heat with 
which men take sides, with no more partisan warmth than 
he shows when he testifies to the perils of overwork or the 
poison of sewer gas. 

He confesses, to start with, that it seems a satire on our 
civilization to speak of diseases originating from the use of 
a fluid which forms the daily beverage of so many people. 
But the fact remains that the physicians are daily called 
to treat the most terrible and fatal diseases for the origin 
of which they can find no other cause than alcohol. And 
he makes the sweeping statement—speaking, of course, for 
the latitude of England—that those who are afflicted with 
some form or other of alcoholic disease comprise a fair 
majority of the community. 


His description of the way alcohol works in the system 
is very interesting. The first symptom that it is taking 
effect is over-action of the heart. The heart that beats 
one hundred and six thousand times{in twenty-four hours 
when water is the beverage, rises to one hundred and 
thirty-one thousand when six fluid ounces of alcohol are 
taken ina day. That means that the heart that in the 
first case lifted one hundred and twenty-two tons one foot 
in a day had to lift twenty-four tons more under the whip 
of only six ounces of alcohol. The distention of the blogd- 
vessels under this pressure causes the familiar flush that 
follows a glass of wine. These vascular changes become 
permanent under the steady use of alcohol, and give the 
established bloom to the nose of the confirmed toper. This 
increased action of the heart is not because the alcohol 
gives it any added strength, even temporarily. It is the 
result, rather, of a nervous paralysis which alcohol produ- 
ces inthe vascular structure. The minute vessels lose in 
contractile power and offer less res'stance to the blood 
which the heart forces into them, while the heart acts like 
the mainspring of a clock that is thrown out of gear and 
is running down. It is an evidence not of increased but 
of wasted power. The idea that any one is “kept up” by 
stimulants is a mistake. It is a draft on future strength— 








ment is simply wasted force, a burning of the candle at both 
ends—the running down of the animal mechanism‘ before 
it has served out its time of motion. All this while ihe 
temperature of the body is steadily declining. Those who 
“take a drop to keep out the cold” are the victims of a 
delusion. Alcohol does not in any sense supply vital 
heat. 

The mischief of the continued use of alcohol is not con- 
fined to this enfeeblement of the vessels of minute circula- 
tion and the premature wearing out of the heart. It dis- 
ables the red, oxygen-bearing corpuscles of the blood, and 
the blood, as a consequence, does its important work imper- 
fectly. The various membranes, also, in which brain, bones, 
muscles, and every organ of the body are$ enclosed, which 
are the filters that pick out for each part the minute parti- 
cles of food appropriate to it, on whose integrity all the 
wonderful but silent work of building the body depends— 
upon these important tissues alcohol exerts a direct pervert- 
ing force. It produces in them a thickening, a shrinking, 
and an inactivity, from which structural degeneration 
ensues, and, in the end, serious organic changes. 


Some of the diseases, functional and organic, produced by 
alcohol are these: Thirst—ijeading one to use an excessive 
amount of water and other beverages, which fill the tissues 
with unused fluids, producing the gross, enfeebled, dropsi- 
cal condition so familiar im beer-drinkers. Systemic fail- 
ure—that state of impaired health in which there is little 
vigor to resist exposure, sudden changes or shocks of any 
sort ; in which the seeds of any organic disease take root 
easily. Heart disease—its mechaniem worn out before its 
time. Disease of the lungs—insidious, often for a long 
while unsuspected. There isno other form of consumption 
so fatal as that produced‘by alcohol—as a matter of fact, 
there is no remedy for it. Diseases of the liver and kid- 
neys—most frequent forms which alcoholic disease takes. 
Seven out of eight cases of kidney disease are traceable to 
the effect of drink. Disturbed and unrefreshing sleep— 
precursor, often, of paralysis or apoplexy. Nervous diseases 
—in their most intractable forms: epilepsy, paralysis, 
mania 4 potu, delirium tremens. 


Alcoholic diseases often become deeply seated while yet 
there is the ruddy, outward appearance of good health. 
Sometimes they are not discovered until one has given up 
his drinkins habits. Very often they are of the sort that 
have a deadly effect on the mental'and moral character. Most 
solemn fact of all, not even the features of the parent are 
more apt to be transmitted to his children than are many 
of the diseases engendered by alcohol, while the propensity 
to its use descends to offspring also, a terrible legacy. 

There is no space here to cite the evidence, and the 
results of research, adduced by Dr. Richardson, in his 
instructive volume on “ Diseases of Modern Life,” to sub- 
stantiate these assertions. This is a brief compend of bis 
testimony, given in almost exactly his own words. He 
finds no place for moderate drinking: “In whatever way 
the physician turns his attention to determine the value 
of alcohol to man, beyond the sphere of 1ts value as a drug 
which he may at times prescribe, he sees nothing but a 
void; in whatever way he turns his attention to deter- 
mine the persistent effects of alcohol, he sees nothing but 
disease and death.” The lighter liquors find no favor with 
him : “In whatever form it enters, whether as spirit, wine, 
or ale, matters little when its specific influence is kept 
steadily in view. To say this man only drinks ale, that 
man only drinks wine, while a third drinks spirits, is 
merely to say, when the apology is unclothed, that all drink 
the same danger.” 

Gentlemen of the jury, the evidence is before you! If 
it were to appear, as the testimony of such men as Dr. 
Richardson, that the use of buckwheat flour, or sweet 
potatoes, or celery, were as inevitably, as seriously, and as 
widely harmful as the use of alcoholic beverages, you 
would put them under the ban—as you do the sale of 
tainted meat or the use of clothes infected with the small- 
pox. Will you not give us your verdict in the shape of 
your active personal influence hereafter, in behalf of tem- 
perance effort ? 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S PRAYER MEETINGS. 


BY THE REV. M. W. STRYKER. 


All superintendents and teachers, as those church officers 
to whom the young are specially assigned, should be 
interested in seeing those whom they have taught the 
“rudiments” and “first principles,” “go on wnto adulthood,” 
“ till they come to the measure of the stature of the full- 
ness of Christ.” 

No simpler, or more natural, or more practical way to 
reach this good end has been devised than the sort_of 
meeting we are advocating. 

Too often the atmosphere of the middle-week meeting 





reaction and depression is sure to follow. Such excite- 


is dignified and critical to that pass that n@ the young men 
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and maidens and children, but only the old men, seem 
competent to breathe freely in it. One of these days the 
churches will see that in the simplicity of Christ it is 
allowable to make the prayer-meeting a simple hearth- 
stone gathering, where not exhortation, in the formal and 


didactic sense, shall prevail; but where the Christian 
mother with her burden of mingled hopes and fears, and 
‘the young believer, and the modest girl, all children at 
their Father's knee, shall comfort one another with the 
words of every-day Christian experience, as easily and as 
gladly as about their own fireside; with none to molest or 


make them afraid in the name of the frozen decencies. 

Nowhere are these meetings of the church so free, so 
warm, 80 spontaneous, a8 when the younger meetings have 
‘educated the youth of the church into heartiness and free- 
dom. It may be very hard for the young man in the pres- 
ence of all the people to offer his first public confession of 
Christ, or for the young woman to ask her question, repeat 
her carefully learned passage, or tell the beautiful incident 
of providence that yesterday taught her so much; but in 
the simpler assembly this trial is lighter. Here those who 
have not strength to run with the foot men, or contend with 
horses, may practice walking, and learn what otherwise 
fear would forever have kept them from,—the blessedness 
of giving thought Is there any Christian, led by the 
sprit of God, whose thoughts, honestly told, are valueless ? 

Out of the Sunday-school, and through the young 
prayer-meeting, is to come, under God, a generation of out- 
spoken believers, able to tell plainly and naturally what 
God does for them daily, and fitted to speak a word in sea- 
sn to him that is weary. 

By all means, then, let pastors, teachers, and superinten- 
dents set their hands to this work. Give the young a work 
to do; marshal them, trust them, and teach them to go 
alone. Your writer, dear Sunday School Times, will not 
forget that in sucha gathering he began to practice praying 
and speaking. He will not deny that for a long time he 

‘Lingered shivering on the brink, 
And feared to launch away,” 


and, plunging in, was glad again and again to get ashore 
the shortest way: but it was worth while; and but for the 
encouragement of those of his own age, in ¢hrir prayer- 
meeting, he might to this day have been that aspersion of 
the power of Christ, a Christian with the lockjaw. 

The young people’s meeting should be in their hands. 
The leader should be a young man. It should be short 
enough not to be a burden; perhaps three quarters of an 
hour 1s the bestlength. It should begin and close promptly. 
Bright, fresh s nging—honest boy-like, girl-like words— 
an avoidance of all monotone——a place that youth shall 
love. 

And then if the elders must come,—and perhaps they can- 
not stay away,—let them learn a hosanna that will 
make their words more childlike and unconstrained. 

Lord, teach us all, with the spirit of little children, how 
to pray. 





UNCLE JOHN’S SOLILOQUY. 


BY THE REV. B. E,. ROGERS, 


“Why didn’t I see this thing before? Ten dollars for 
foreign missions, and one year ago I only gave fifty 
cents. And that half-dollar hurt me so much, and came 
so reluctanily! And the ten dollars—why, itis a real 
pleasure to hand it over to the Lord! And this comes 
from keeping an account with the Lord, Iam so glad 
Brother Smith preached that sermon. He said we should 
all find it ‘a good thing to have a treasury in the house 
from which to draw, whenever our contributions are 
solicited,” He asked us to try the experiment for one 
year—to ‘set apart a certain proportion of our income for 
the Lord's work.’ I thought it over. I thought about 
those Jews, and the one-tenth they gave into the Lords 
treasury. I thought what a mean and close-fisted Jew I 
should have made, had I lived in those days. Then I counted 
up all I had given for the year, and it was just three dol- 


lars. Three dollars! and I had certainly raised from my 
farm, clear of all expenses, twelve hundred dollars. Three 
dollars is one four-hundreth part of twelve hundred dol- 


lars. The more I thought, the wider I opened my eyes. 

Said I, ‘I am not quite ready for the Jew’s one-tenth, but 
I will try one-twentieth, and see how it works. I got a 
big envelope, and put down in the cornerof my trunk, 
and as soon as I could, 1 put the sixty dollars into it. 
Said I, ‘Here goes for the Lord.’ It cost me alittle some- 
thing to say it at first, but when it was done how good I 
felt over it. When this appeal came for foreign missions, 
all I had to do was just to run to my treasury and get the 
money, And this all comes from keeping an account with 
the Lord. How he has blessed me this year! I never 
had better crops. Now I am going to try another plan. 


I am going to give the Lord the profits from one acre— 
one of my best yearlings, and one-tenth of the profits from 
my orchard That will surely carry the Lord’s fund up to 
seventy-five dollars; and if it don’t, I will make it up 
from something else.” 

Thus Uncle John soliloquized, and the more he thought 
the subject over, the more he wondered he hadn’t seen 
things in the right light before. If the farmers of our 
land would only try Uncle John’s experiment, they would 
fill the treasuries of our missionary societies to overflow- 
ing. No more would the shameful cry of “ retrenchment” 
be heard. No more would our poorly paid home mis- 
sionaries have to wait for months for their small quarterly 
dues. No more would the aggressive work of the church be 
stopped by what Joseph Cook calls “ penuriousness.” Let 
us try the experiment. Let us begin to keep a debt and 
credit account with the Lord, and then we shall realize 
what the failures of the past have been. May the Lord 
open our eyes as he did the eyes of Uncle John! 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


LIFE AMONG THE INDIANS. 


BY A GIRL OF THE OMAHA TRIBE, 





I am an Indian girl, belonging to the Omaha tribe, and 
acting as assistant teacher in one of the agency schools. 
I have lived in the Omaha tribe all my life, with the 
exception of two years which I spent.in New Jersey. I 
love my people dearly, so I hope you will pardon me if 
what I write may not prove to be interesting to you. 

I remember the time when I could not understand a 
word of English; and the many times I have been on the 
buffalo hunt,—the tribe being gone all winter, and coming 
back to the reserve only in the spring in time to put in 
their corn; then off again till fall. How I used to enjoy 
the wild, free life we lived! It all comes back to me now 
as I write,—the boundless prairies where we seemed to 
go on, and on, and on; the fording of the rivers, and the 
excitement occasioned by the swimming of the number- 
less horses, some of which would be swept down by the 
current, in spite of all efforts to save them. I remember 
the fights with the Sioux, and the wailing for the killed 
as they were brought into camp; the retreats, when the 
whole tribe would travel day and night, and I used to 
wonder how they could find the way when it was so dark 
we could not see one another’s faces, and there were no 
roads either. 

My little sister, who sits beside me as I write, was made 
to trample on the scalp of a Sioux just brought in from a 
battle. It is the custom to let the children do so, to show 
their joy at the victory and teach them to hate their 
enemies. What pleasant times we used to have in the 
evenings, when the men and women sat around great fires, 
roasting the huge buffalo ribs, while we children played 
around them, stopping now and then to listen to the 
adventures of the day which they were relating! I some- 
times wish I were an artist, that I might transfer to can- 
vas a picture which remains in my memory, of a bit of 
prairie where the tribe once camped,—a clear little stream 
running through, with the shadowy hills around, while 
over all hung the clear starlit sky. It seemed as if 
nature were trying to protect these poor waifs of 
humanity clustered in that spot. I never wonder that 
the government finds it so hard to keep the Indians on 
the reserves. 

After the Omaha Mission had been established, I was 
placed in the school by my father, and there I learned to 
“read, write, and spell.” This mission was in part sup- 
ported by the Presbyterian Board, and in part by the 
Omahas themselves. It was productive of great good 
while it was in existence, and most of the active, ener- 
getic young men in the tribe now, went to school there as 
boys... . After I understood English, I became very 
fond of reading, and I read anything and everything 
which fell in my way, good or bad. I used to get so 
hungry for reading that I picked up scraps of newspaper 
lying on the floor, and treasured them up to read. I even 
once hegan Dr. Mosheim’s “Church History,” and read 
halfway through it before I found something I liked 
better. It was fine print, and hard to understand, I 
remember; but I tugged away at it nevertheless 

When the mission was broken up, we children were sent 
back to our homes. Fora time things looked very dark. 
I longed for a good education, but it was apparently out 
of my reach. I did not even have the books. The little 
society on the reserve was composed mostly of government 
employees who cared nothing for us... . I did not won- 
der that my schoolmates went back to their blankets. 





What else could they do? .It seemed as if I must give 





up; but the thought that I would have to spend my life 

ast as I then was, useless to myself and others, was 
intolerable to me. God knows how earnestly I prayed to 
him for help, in the long sleepless nights when I could 
not rest for thinking; and he answered my prayer. Just 
when things looked their darkest, I received a letter from 
Miss Joanna Mills, one of the old mission teachers, saying 
that Miss N. C. Read, principal of the Elizabeth Institute, 
had offered to educate me gratis, and give me half my 
board, if the ladies in Elizabeth would furnish the other 
half. This the kind ladies freely did, and may God repay 
their kindness and that of my dearly loved schoolmates ! 
The two years I spent in Elizabeth were of the happiest 
of my life. Through Miss Read's kindness I enjoyed every 
advantage which the children of the wealthiest there 
enjoyed. Miss Read cared for’us young ladies more like 
a mother or sister than a teacher. She set before us an 
example of true womanhood, and helped us to help our- 
selves. Nor were the other teachers backward in their 
help. 

I shall never forget my delight at hearing such men as 
John B. Gough, Wendell Phillips, and others. It was a 
change in itself to be taken from my Nebraska home to 
the paved street of a gaslit city, where everything was 
new to me, from the trains that went thundering by every 
few minutes to the door-bells on the doors of the houses. 
My kind friends took me often to New York, and I saw 
much of the handiwork of man, but nothing in all the 
city impressed me so much as the people themselves. 
Where did they all come from? Where were they going? 
When I first stood on Broadway, and saw the great seeth- 
ing mass of humanity surging through the street, a feeling 
of awe came over me, and it seemed to me as if the very 
air were alive with struggling spirits. I do not know 
why, but when I am in a great crowd, death, eternity, 
and the truths of the Bible, seem more of a reality to me 
than at other times. I almost see them. I longed, too, as 
I stood on the street, to come back to my people and 
rouse them; for it seemed to me as if they were dead 
asleep. My father says that he too has felt the same 
thing; for he has often been East, to make treaties for the 
Omaha tribe. Oh! I cannot tell how good these kind 
ladies were to me when I was East, and are still. I can 
understand now how it is that when we love Christ 
we love every one for his sake; for I never think of them 
but that my heart warms to évery living creature around 
me. 

Our Sunday-school would look very odd toyou,I pre- 
sume, for it is composed of young men and women whodo 
not understand a word of English, and who come dressed 
in the height of Indian style: beads, paint, feathers, etc. 
Their red, black, and blue blankets contrast oddiy with 
the dress of the teachers. They do not know how to 
behave very well, but are learning. I often interpret the 
agent’s speeches to them. Your eastern Sunday-school 
scholars would be shocked to learn that they often close 
the day’s proceedings with a horse-race; but that we can- 
not help just yet, and we must have patience, 

The whole tribe feels very hard toward the whiten, just 
now, about being sent down to Indian Territory. They do 
not wih to go, and are doing all they can to avert their 
destiny. For the first time this winter they have not 
gone on the buffalo hunt, and have worked unusually hard 
on their farms, for fear of being sent down. I think the 
only way in which they could save themselves from being 
moved would be to become citizens. I would advocate 
that with all my might but for one thing. If they became 
citizens, they would have the right of going to any liquor- 
saloon, while now it is against the law for them to have 
any. 

lt is so hard to tell just what would be best. It seems 
all dark everywhere we look. O my poor people! My 
heart aches for them. Their very ignorance and helpless- 
ness makes me love them all the more, 


Omaha Agency, Nebraska, 








WAYS OF WORKING, 


—_——¥_—__—_ 
GIVING THE RED LETTER. 


There are many new devices to secure preparatory study 
on the part of scholars. In the Presbyterian Sunday- 
school of Palmyra, Mo., of which Mr. H. H. Wincheil 1s 
superintendent, the last of the opening exercises is giving 
the red letter to those who are perfect in their lessons. 
The superintendent requests all those to hold up the 
right hand, who have read all the daily home readings, 
examined all the marginal references, read the lesson notes, 
examined the map, and thoroughly atudied the lesson. The 


‘names of all those whose hands are raised are called aloud, 
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and the secretary gives them a red mark. The entire 
school then repeats aloud Deuteronomy 31: 12, and the 
classes take their places. If due precaution is taken on 
the part of teachers to see that their scholars report their 
record accurately on these points, this plan has its advan- 
tages. 





SECURING HOME HELP FOR THE 
PRIMARY CLASS. 


Good primary class teaching must have home help. It 
cannot be carried on alone in the school-room. Teachers 
must visit their scholars during the week. Parents must 
be invited to help the children in preparation for the 
school. 

Mrs. R. M. Tuttle, of Hornellsville, N. Y., who conducts 
her primary class with the aid of a number of assisting 
teachers, recognizes the good work of each assistant who 
has visited all the scholars of her sub-division, by pre- 
senting her with what she calls a “paper medal.” This is 
a card after the following fashion: 
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At Seneca Falls, N. Y., the Rev. U. F. Sevengel uses 
the papyrograph to a good purpose in this line. On one 
side of a card he sketches a pretty picture, and notes ona 


scroll beneath it a plan of the next Sunday’s Bible lesson f[ 


and golden text. On the other side he writes a message 
to the scholar’s mother. These cards are handed by the pri- 
mary class teacher to the children to take to their homes. 
Here is a sample of the messages sent: 





NOTE TO MAMMA 


Permit me to join my prayers and efforts with yours for 
your child’s instruction and salvation. 
Will you please help your child study the lesson, and 
commit to memory the golden text, marked on the opposite 
page, and bring it to Sunday-school next Sunday ? 


Your little one’s Sunpay-ScHoo, TEACHER. 
| 











BRIGHTENING A COUNTRY SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. 


The teachers and scholars of a small Sunday-school in 
a little country town sometimes think that their means 
and their numbers are too small to permit the use ot 
methods that have proved successful in city schools. One 
of our correspondents in an interior town of Pennsylvania 
has a different opinion; and he tells below how new 
life has been given to his own school, and how others may 
go to work in the same simple and effective way : 

“Ours is a country congregation, seven miles from 
the nearest city, and, while composed of good well-up-to- 
the-day people, is nevertheless subject to all the incon- 
veniences of a country place. We have a Sabbath school, 
moreover, and one which we think has made progrees in 
doing the Master’s work. It is to lay our simple mode of 
procedure before other schools similarly situated that this 
article is written. 

“ We have in our school what I suppose to be but an 
ordinary routine. I may specify this, however, that we 
have, near the opening of each session, a calling of the roll 
of officers and teachers, and near the close a report of the 
attendance, contributions, etc., for the day. Just before 
taking up the lesson, three or four minutes are spent in a 
concert exercise in the shorter catechism, and before 
singing our Jast hymn we have our weekly exercise on the 
blackboard. 


“But it is of certain minutia I want to speak, In the 


first place the notion came to us that we might dispense 
with the inconvenience and expense of singing-books. 
They cost not a little, they are soon abused or lost, and 
must frequently be changed. We bought a set of stencils 
for $2.50 and some muslin, and put them into the hands of 
one of our teachers; and from that time we have had 
furnished us each month two or three hymns selected 
from a world-wide source, well printed and appropriate to 
the day. These.~hymns we place before the school on a 
frame consisting of a stand with an adjustable upright 
having a cross-piece and hooks upon which to hang in 
order the selections for the day (each hymn is furnished at 
the top with a piece of wood just exactly after the fashion 
of the ordinary stick at the bottom of a window blind and 
two eyes such as are screwed into the back of a picture 
frame), and beyond all doubt they have, with us at least, 
proved a real success. 

“In the next place wesaw our needof maps. A Colton, 
map of Palestine was bought at the bookstore, and used for 
a few days on trial; and then the question was raised, 
Shall we keep it or not? Asa result, it was decided by a 
prompt contribution of $10 from different parties that it 
should be ours. To make it as useful as possible, we had 
frequent drills upon it, and marked, each day, the various 
places designated in the lesson by circular papers of 
different colors and about three inches in diameter, hung 
upon the map on pins bent in the shape of the letter “ N,” 
allowing the paper to rest in the angle of the pin nearest 
the head, and thus these places could be pointed out by 
the teachers at any time during the lesson. This was 
eighteen months ago. When we came to the lessons of 
the present season, another map of St. Paul’s travels was 
published ; and, after a brief trial, a private appeal was 
made to some of the leading men of the congregation, and 
it is also ours. 

“Now as to the blackboard. In a staid country church 
this is quite an innovation. But, notwithstanding, a 24x36 
inch board was brought out, and-a lesson or two put upon 
it, as a test of its effect upon the school. It was then 
asked whether we should keep it or not; and the unani- 
mous answer was, “ Keep it; it is the best thing yet.” 
Three dollars were promptly raised, and the blackboard 
also is ours. In using it we employ no enigmas. We 
simply aim to emphasize by the use of the crayon the pure 
word of God. We use colored crayons largely, because 
most pleasing to the children, and confine the work mostly 
to lettering. At first from five to seven hours of the week 
were required for the work, but recently two or three hours 
suffice, and are always pleasantly spent. The iesson on 
the board consumes from five to ten minutes near the close 
of the school. The children are delighted. It brings them 
out, draws their attention, and leaves impressions such as 
would not be made by the spoken or written word alone. 
If our schools would but give the blackboard a fair trial, 
they would not do without it. Let this, however, be 
borne in mind by such as would use it. It only supple- 
ments the living voice. The talk on the subject is the 
main thing; the blackboard simply renders it more inter- 
esting and impressive. 

“Though you may be in a country church, my fellow- 
workers, don’t be afraid to experiment. You can make 
your school interesting. Get your heart filled with a love 
for the work, and then let that love shape itself and go 
out in any way that will bring the Word of Life closer 
to the hearts of your scholars. Then your school mus¢ be 
interesting, and the Saviour will be honored.” 





A WELCOME TO THE PASTOR. 


Another form of a Sunday-school’s welcome to its new 
pastor is herewith given, as arranged for the school of the 
South Congregational Church, Bridgeport, Conn., of which 
Mr. Edward Sterling is superintendent, for the greeting of 
the Rev. G. S. McNeille, on the Sunday before Christmas : 
Doxology by Sunday-school, choir, and congregation. 
Responsive reading: Psalm 100, 

GOD’s PEOPLE. 
Superintendent : 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
School : 

Serve the Lord with giadness ; 
singing. 

Superintendent: 


Know ye that the Lord he is God; itis he that hath made ns, 
and not we ourselves. 


School : 
We are his people and the sheep of his pasture, 
Superintendent : 


Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise, 


School; 





Be thankful unto him, and bless his name, 





Superintendent ; 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting. 
School 


And his truth endureth to all generations. 
Prayer. 
Singing by the school. 
Recitations by members of infant class. 
Singing of a welcome song, and presentation of flowers by 

the primary class. 
Responsive reading : Isa. 52: 7-10. 
GOD'S MESSENGERS. 

Superintendent : 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the 


fees of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace 


Si A 00 ! e 
That bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth ! 


Superintendent : 


Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice 
shall they sing 


School & 


For they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again 
Zion . 


; with the voice together 


Superintendent : 


Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jeru- 
salem. 


School : 


For the Lord hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed 
Jerusalem. 


Superintendent : 


The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the 
nations 


School : 


And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God. 


[Several class recitations interspersed with singing were 
here given. ] 


Responsive reading: Luke 2: 8-11], 13, 14. 


CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR. 
Superintendent : 


And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 


School : 


And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore atraid 


Superintendent : 


And the angel said unto them, Fear not for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people, 
School: 


For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord 


Superintendent : 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, 
School : 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. 
Singing by class of young ladies. 
Welcome song by whole school 


(Composed by Mrs. J. E. G. Clarke, one of the teachers. } 

Servant of Jesus, welcome to-day ! 

God bless our pastor, humbly we pray 

Be thou our guide in the heavenly way,— 

Welcome, welcome here! 

Joyful, joyful may our greeting be, 
And our hearts from discord ever free, 
O Holy Father, thanks unto thee, 


Whose goodness crowns the year! 


Come as our Shepherd, faithful and true, 

Come to the flock Christ hath purchased for you; 

Glorious the work he has given you to do. 
Welcome, welcome here ! 


Joyful, ete, 


Come as our Teacher, blessed of the Lord. 








come before his presence with | 


O may his Spirit on thee be poured, 
And aid thee in rightly dividing the word 
Welcome, welcome here ! 
Joyful, ete 
Welcome, we sing, with heart and with voice, 
While in our Saviour and ¢ 
O may we make his ser 2 our ¢ 
Welk ome, We le ome t ere! 
Joyful. joyful may our greeting be, 
And our hearts f 


from diseord ever free 
O Holy Father, thanks unto thee, 


Whose goodness crowns the year! 
Superintendent’s welcome to the pastor. 
Pastor’s response, 


Christmas hymn by choir. 





BENEDICTION, 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
[First Quarter, 1878.] 


. Jan, 13.—Asa Faithful to his God... .2 Chron. 14; 1-12 
4. Jan. 20.—The Covenant Renewed................2 Chron. 15: 8-15 
. Jan, 27.—Jehoshaphat’s Prosperity.____._...__...2 Chron. 17 : 1-10 
. Feb, 3.—Jehoshaphat Reproved 2 Chron, 19: 1-9 


2. 
3. 
4 
5 
6. Feb, 10.—Jehoshaphat Helped of God._......._2 Chron. 20: 14-22 
7 
8 
9 





. Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Temple.._______ 2 Chron, 24: 4-13 
Feb, 24,—Uaziah’s Pride Punished_......_...___8 Chron. 26: 16-23 

. March 3,—Ahaz's Persistent Wickedness_..__.2 Chron, “8: 19-¥7 
10, March 10.—Hezekiah's Good Reign... .___2 Chron. 29: 1-11 


11, March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians_._....__.2 Chron, 82: 9-21 
1%. March 24,—Manasseh brought to Repentance.._.2 Chron. 33: 9-16 
13, March 31,—Review. 





LESSON 4, SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 1878. 
Tile: JEHOSHAPHAT’S PROSPERITY. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Anp Tuer TavenT IN JUDAH, AND HAD THE BOOK OF 
THE LAW OF THE LORD WITH THEM, AND WENT ABOUT THROUGHOUT ALL THE 
CITiks OF JUDAH, AND TAUGHT THE PEOPLE,—2 Chron. 17: 9. 


Lesson Topic: Sources of Prosperity. 


-,, f 1. Serving God Heariily, vy. 1-6, 
Outline : { 2. Studying God's Law, vy. 7-10, 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, Jan. 21: 2Chron. 17: 1-10, Sources of prosperity. 
Twesday, Jan. 22: 1 Kings 3: 5-15. Securing God’s favor. 
Wednesday, Jan. 23: Psa. 30: 1-12. God's favor is life, 
Thursday, Jan. 24: 1 Chron. 22: 6-13. Serving God heartily. 
Friday, Jan. 25: Psa. 111:1-10. God’s service is honorable. 
Saturday, Jan. 26: Neh. 8: 1-12, Studying God’s law. 
Sunday, Jan. 27: Psa. 119: 1-16. God’s law a delight. 


LESSON TEXT. 


{2 Chron. 17: 1-10.] 


1, And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and strength- 
ened himself against Israel. 

2. And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, 
which Asa his father had taken. 

3. And the Lorp was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in 
the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto Baalim; 

4, But sought to the LORD God of his-father, and walked in 
his commandments, and not after the doings of Israel. 

5. Therefore the Lorp stablished the kingdom in his hand; 
and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents; and he had 
riches and henour in abundance. 

6. And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lorp: more- 
over, he took away the high places and groves out of Judah. 

7. Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes. 
even to Benhail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and to Nethan- 
eel, and to Michaiah to teach in the cities of Judah. ; 

8. And with them he sent Levites; even Shemaiah, and Netha- 
niah and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehona- 
than, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, Levites; and 
with them Elishama and Jehoram, priests. 

9. And they taught in Judah, and Aad the book of the law of 
the Lorp with them, and went about throughout all the cities of 
Judah, bad taught the people. 

10. And the fear of the Lorp fell upon all the kingdoms of the 
lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no war 
against Jehoshaphat. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron. 17:1. Strengthened himself.— And Jona- 
than Saul’s son arose, and went to David into the wood, and 
strengthened his hand im God. 1 Sam. 23: 16——When Reho- 
boam had established the kingdom, and had strengthened himself, 
he forsook the law of the Lord. 2 Chron. 12;1——He strength- 
ened Aimself exceedingly. 2 Chron. 26: 8 ——Also he strengthened 
himself, and built up the wall that was broken. 2 Chron. 32:5 
——Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might, Eph. 6: 10. 


V.2. Placed forces.——And he dealt wisely, and dis- 
persed of all his children throughout all the countries of Judah 
and Benjamin, unto every fenced city. 2 Chron, 11: 23——And 
he fortified the strongholds, and put captains in them, and store of 
victuals, and of oil and wine. And in every several city he put 
shields and spears, and made them exceeding strong. 2 Chron. 
11: 11, 12.——These waited on the king, besides those whom the 
king put in the fenced cities throughout all Judah. 2 Chron. 
17: 19. 

v.3. The Lord was with.——And the Lord was with 
Joseph, and he was a prosperous maa. Gen. 39: 2——And he 
said, Certainly I will be with thee. Ex. 3: 12——As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee, Josh. 1: §&——And when the Lord raised them up judges, 
then the Lord was with the judge. Judg. 2: 18——Js not the 
Lord your God with you? 1 Chron. 22: 18——The Lord of 
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Psa. 46: 7.—— 


God is with us, Isa. 8: 10 They shall call his name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. Matt, 1: 23 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
Matt. 28 : 20. 


The first ways of ... David.——And David executed 
judgment and justice unto all his people. 2 Sam. 8: 15. And 
Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not fully after 
the Lord, as did David his father. 1 Kings 11: 6. And he did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like David 
his father. 2 Kings 14: 3, 

Sought not unto Baalim.—And the children of Israel 
did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim. Judg.2: 11. 
How canst thou say, I am not polluted, 1 have not gone after 
Baalim? Jer. 2: 23. 

V.4. Walked in his commandments, And they 
were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances blameless. Luke 1: 6. That ye would walk 
worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. 
1 Thess, 2: 12. 


The doings of Israel. The king took counsel, and 
made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for 
you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 1 Kings 12: 28. 
Jeroboam returned not from his evil way, but made again of the 
lowest of the people priests of the high places. 1 Kings 13: 33. 
—Also Judah kept not the commandments of the Lord their 
God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made. 
2 Kings 17: 19. 


vV.5. Stablished the kingdom. And let the house of 
thy servant David be established before thee. 2Sam. 7: 26.—— 
Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel 
forever, as I promised David thy father. 1 Kings 9: 5.——Ex- 
cept the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it. 
Psa, 127: 1.——The God of all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 1 Pet. 
5: 10. 


Brought .. . presents.——But the children of Belial 
said, How shall this man save us? And they despised him, and 
brought him no presents. 1 Sam. 10: 27. They brought 
presents, and served Solomon’ all the days of his life. 1 Kings 
4: 21——And they brought every man his present, vessels of 
silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, and spices, 
horses, and mules, a rate year by year, 1 Kings 1U: 25—— 
Because of thy temple at Jerusalem shall kings bring presents 
unto thee. Psa. 68: 29——The kings of Tarshish and of the 
isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer 
gifts. Psa. 72: 10——And when they were come into the house, 
they saw the young child with Mary his mother and fell down 
and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 
Matt. 2: 11. 


V.6. The ‘ways of the Lord.—For I have kept the 
ways of the Lord. Psa. 18: 21——Blessed are the undefiled in 
the way. Psa. 119: 1——Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the 
Lord. Psa, 138: 5.——The ways of the Lord are right, and the 
just shall walk in them. Hosea 14: 9. Wilt thou uot cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord? Acts 13; 10. 


V.7. Toteach in the cities, They shall teach Jacob 
thy judgments, and Israel thy law. Deut. 33:10——Now for a 
long season Israel Aath been without the true God, and without a 
teaching priest, and without law. 2 Chron. 15: 3——So they 
read in the buok of the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, 
and caused them to understand the reading. Neh. 8: 8. And 
Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, Matt. 4: 23. And he 
taught them many things by parables. Mark 4: 2. The for- 
mer treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began 
both to doand teach. Acts 1: 1. 


V.9. The book of the law.——The book of the law 
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night. Josh.1: 8. To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, 1¢ ts because 
there is no light in them, Isa. 8: 20——And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. Luke 4: 17——Search 
the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me. John 5: 39.——And when 
they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his 
lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of 
God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of 
Moses, and owt of the prophets, from morning till evening. Acts 
28: 23. Unto them were committed the oracles of God. Rom, 
3:2——If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. 
1 Pet. 4: 11. 


v.10. The fear of the Lord,——And the terror of God 
was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not 
pursue after the sons of Jacob. Gen. 35: 5. This day will I 
begin to put the dread of thee and the fear of thee upon the 
nations that are under the whole heaven. Deut. 2: 25. And 
she said unto the men, I know that the Lord hath given you the 
land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the 
inhabitants of the land faint because of you. Josh, 2: 9——And 
they smote all the cities round about Gerar; for the fear of the 
Lord came upon them, 2 Chron, 14: 14. 






























































They made no war.——fFor! will cast out the nations 
before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man 
desire thy land. Ex. 34: 24-—-——When a man’s ways please the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him, 
Prov, 16: 7, 








LESSON FRAMEWORK. 


BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


Between the final events of the last lesson, which occurred 
B. C, 940, and the accession of Jehoshaphat to the throne of 
Judah, B. C. 914, twenty-six years elapsed. During these 
years the career of Asa had been somewhat varied. Its 
record may be found 2 Chron. 15: 16-19; 16: 1-14; and 
1 Kings 15: 9-24, The contemporaneous history of Israel 
is given in 1 Kings 15: 25-34; 16: 1-33. After the renewal 
of the covenant at Jerusalem (Lesson 3), Asa continued to 
oppose idolatry and to promote true religion. He subse- 
quently made a league with Ben-hadad, king of Syria, 
against Baasha, king of Israel, purchasing this alliance with 
treasures of gold and silver taken from ‘the house of the 
Lord,” and from “the king's house.” For this alliance Asa 
was sternly rebuked and severe chastisement was threatened 
(2 Chron. 16: 7-9). The announcement of this sentence 
aroused Asa’s anger, and he imprisoned Hanani the seer, 
who brought the message. He also oppressed some of his 
subjects (2 Chron. 16:10). He finally became “ diseased in 
his feet,” the disease (probably gout) becoming “ exceeding 
great.” In this emergency Asa “sought not to the Lord, 
but to his physicians” (2 Chron. 16:12; 1 Kings 15: 23). 
For his death and burial, see-1 Kings 15: 24; 2 Chron. 
16: 13,14. The ceremony here sketched accords with the 
burial ceremonies of good kings (2 Chron. 21:19; Jer. 34:5), 
The statement that ‘ Asa’s heart was perfect with the Lorp 
all his days” (1 Kings 15: 14), is to be understood,’not of 
unwavering personal integrity, but of unswerving loyalty 
to Jehovah as opposed to all heathen gods. 

Jehoshaphat succeeded his father Asa, B. C. 914. He 
came to the throne when thirty-five years of age, and reigned 
twenty-five years (2 Chron. 20: 31). His record is given in 
1 Kings 22: 41-50; 2 Chron. chaps. 17-20; 21:1-3. The 
rulers of Judah thus far, with their several terms of office, 
are these : 

Rehoboam, B. ©. 975-958, 17 years. 

Abijah, B. C. 958-955, 3 years. 

Asa, B.C. 955-914, 41 years. 

Jehoshaphat, B. C. 914-892, 25 years. 

Jehoshaphat became king in the fourth year of Ahab’s 
reign in Israel (1 Kings 22:41). He was contemporary 
with Ahab for eighteen years, with Ahaziah two years, and 
with Jehoram five years. Jehoshaphat reigned in Judah 
during the stirring times of Elijah in Israel, and whea Ben- 
hadad king of Syria was a great military power among the 
nations (1 Kings 20: 1-43). For his relations with Philistia 
and Arabia, see 2 Chron. 17:11. Homer, the Grecian poet, 
is supposed to have flourished during this period (B. C. 907); 
as also Tiberinus, king of Alba, who was drowned in the 
river Aibula (B.C. 895), which was thence called Tiber. 
Jehoshaphat’s accession was before the building of Rome 
163 years; and before the first Olympiad 138 years. 

Lesson 4 sketches Jehoshaphat’s measures for the ex- 
ternal and internal defense of his realm. Verses 7-9 
describe an effort which was made in the third year of his 
reign (B. C. 912); but the effects of this effort, named in 
v. 10, were felt through many succeeding years. When 
Jehoshaphat began to reign, Israel was a threatening foe 
(v. 1,2). This was seventeen years before the “affinity” with 
Ahab (2 Chron. 18:1), and while Baasha’s wars with Asa 
were still fresh in mind. The five princes, nine Levites, and 
two priests named in v. 7, 8, are otherwise unknown. The 
“book of the law,” from which they taught, may then have 
included the Pentatauch, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, the two 
books of Samuel, Job, part of the Psalms, and all the writ- 
ings of Solomon. Probably, however, the term is used in a 
narrower sense for the Pentaieuch, or its abridgment in 
Deuteronomy. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(1) And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and 
strengthened himself against Israel. (2.) And he placed 
forces in all the fortified cities of Judah, and placed garrisons 
in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim which 
Asa his father had taken. (3.) And Jehovah was with 
Jehoshaphat, for he walked in the first ways of his father, 
and sought not the Baalim; (4) but he sought the God of 
his father, and in his commandments he walked, and not 
according to the doings of Israel. (5.) And Jehovah estab- 
lished the kingdom in his hand, and all Judah brought 
presents to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches and honor in 
abundance. (6.) And his heart was lifted up in the ways of 
Jehovah; and moreover, he put away the high places and 
the Asherim out of Judah. (7.) And in the third year of 
his reign he sent his princes, Ben-hail, and Obadiah, and 
Zechariah, and Nethaneel, and Michaiah, to teach in the 
cities of Judah. (8) And with them the Levites, Shemaiah, 
and Nethaniah, and Zebgdiah, and Asahel, and Shemiramo‘h, 
and Jehonathan, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tob- 
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adonijah, the Levites,and with them Elishama and Jehoram 
the priests. (9.) And they taught in Judah, and had with 
them the book of the law of Jehovah, and went about in 
all the cities of Judah, and taught the people. (10) And 
fear from Jehovah was on all the kingdoms of the lands that 
were round about Judah, and they did not make war with 
Jehoshaphat. 
NOTES. 

In the last years of his reign (chap. 16) Asa, threatened by 
Baasha, king of Israel, had appealed for help to Ben-hadad, 
king of Syria, and was thus the means of introducing the 
Syrian power into Israelitish affairs, whence afterwards 
sprang much trouble to Israel. Baasha’s attack was warded 
off, but Asa received a severe rebuke from the seer Hanani, 
who reminded him of his victory over the Ethiopians 
through the assistance of Jehovah, upbraided him with his 
lack of faith, and informed him that he had thus lost the 
opportunity of striking the Syrians a blow (comp. 2 Kings 
13: 19), and should henceforward have wars. In general, Asa’s 
relations with the prophets are described in Chronicles (but 
not in Kings) as being unfriendly in the latter part of his 
reign; yet both Kings and Chronicles declare that his heart 
was perfect all his days, the reference being principally to 
his attitude towards idolatry. He was undoubtedly an able 
ruler, and seems to have been a sincere worshiper of Jehovah, 
though he was betrayed into unworthy anger against the 
fearless Hanani (16: 10), and possibly into the use of magical 
or juggling remedies against sickness (16: 12). His burial 
is described as having been very pompous. 


Verse 1.—And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead. 
For the fuller picture of his life we are indebted to the Book 
of Chronicles, which devotes four chapters to him, while the 
account in Kings is contained in a few verses (1 Kings 22: 
41-50), together with the narrative of his expedition with 
Ahab against Ramoth-Gilead (1 Kings 22). Chronicles alone 
gives the history of his religious and legal reformation, and 
of his successful battle against the Moabites and Edomites. 
Later a narrower feeling grew up, which our Lord had to 
rebuke (John 4: 21) —And strengthened himself against Israel. 
His father, Asa, was probably engaged in hostilities with 
Israel nearly up to his death, as, in fact, the attitude of the 
two kingdoms had been hostile ever since the separation of 
the Ten Tribes; Jehoshaphat, therefore, received this inimical 
policy as an inheritance from his fathers, and naturally set 
himself, on his accession to the throne, to provide against 
such an attempt as Baasha had recently made. At a later 
time he endeavored to establish friendly relations between 
his government and that of Israel—with what results, we 
shall see. The present king of Israel was Ahab, who had 
succeeded his father, Omri, three years before. Jehoshaphat 
was born about the sixth year of his father’s reign (comp. 
1 Kings 15: 10 with 22: 42), and his name (= Jehovah has 
judged) suggests a connection with Asa’s religious reform. 
If so, the nomen was in his case true omen; his life was a 
constant appeal to the judgment of Jehovah. 


Verse 2.—His works of military defense. He placed forces, 
troops in the cities that were already fortified, and in addition 
established garrisons, military posts throughout the land of 
Judah, and in the Ephraimitic cities that had been con- 
quered by Asa (15: 8). When these Ephraimitic cities were 
taken, is not stated; but they are apparently different from 
Geba and Mizpah, which were built with the stones of 
Ramah (16: 6). For a further account of his building-work 
and his army, see verses 12-19 of our chapter. These details 
have the air of having been taken from early annals, and 
bear witness to the historical accuracy of the chronicler’s 
history, except that the numbers of the troops seem to be too 


high, arithmetical errors being almost unavoidable in the | year of his reign, two years having been devoted to the 


transmission of these ancient accounts. 


Verse 3.—For he walked in the first ways of his father. The | account of the labors of his whole reign, and we now enter 
English authorized version, following the Hebrew text, has | on one special portion of them. In this he employed both 
“in the first ways of his father David.” Probably, however, | princes and Levites. Read: he sent his princes, not: “he 
wé should omit the word “David,” and regard Asa as the | sent to his princes,” for the beginning of the next verse 
“father” here referred to. A distinction between David's | shows that these were associated “ with the Levites” in the 
earlier and later days is never elsewhere made in Chronicles | work of teaching, not merely directed to set the Levites to 
or in Samuel ; in the latter book he appears in his last years | work. Asin chap. 19: 8,11, laymen and Levites and priests 
as inspired singer and seer (2 Sam. 23: 1), in the former in | are associated in the discharge of judicial functions. Such 
the most favorable light as making magnificent preparations | association was not contrary to the spirit of Moses’ ingfruc- 
for the building of ‘the temple, and as full of riches and honor | tions, though, as the nation advanced in literary culture, the 


(1 Chron. 29). But the chronicler, as was remarked above 


does markedly distinguish between Asa’s earlier years and/| hands of the Levites, who formed the body of the learned 


his later, dismissing him under a cloud (2 Chron.16: 10, 12) 


Farther, in the fourth verse of our chapter, which is the con- | scribes, about the fourth century before the beginning of our 
tinuation of the third, the “father” referred to is Asa, and| era. The men here mentioned are otherwise unknown to us, 
so in chap. 20: 32, and the parallel passage to ours in | though most of the names are familiar. 
1 Kings 22: 43 reads: ‘‘and he walked in all the ways of 
Asa his father.” When we find, now, that the Vatican text | Levites, and priests points to a consultation of written 
of the Septuagint (the most valuable of the ancient versions | authorities by the author of Chronicles; the details were 
of the Old Testament) omits the word “ David,” it becomes | probably takem from the “ book of the kings of Judah and 
almost certain that it has gotten into the Hebrew text by | Israel” (chap. 16: 11), an ancient historical work (not iden- 
mistake. The translators of our version, probably feeling a | tical with our canonical Book of Kings), or possibly from 
difficulty here, have put into the margin the unauthorized | contemporaneous annals like those of Shemaiah and Iddo 
translation: “of his father and of David.” The statement | (12: 15). 
of our verse, then, is that Jehoshaphat imitated his father 


Asa in his early zeal and faith, but not in his later distrust 
and self-seeking—This is explained by the remark that he 
“ sought not the Baalim.” The plural Baalim means various 
forms of the god Baal, who, as a principal (perhaps supreme) 
deity, had different geographical and other designations, 
Baal-haman, Baal-shamem, Baal-zebub, Baal-peor, Baal- 
berith, etc. The word is not to be understood as including 
the Jehovah calf-worship of Bethel and Dan ; that (a peculiar 
Israelitish cultus) is always mentioned by its own name, 
while Baalism is the old Canaanitish religion long familiar 
to the Hebrews, as we learn from the Book of Judges. This 
was opposed by Asa, and Jehoshaphat followed his example. 
Verse 4.—He sought the God of his father. As in the pre- 
ceding verse is described his imitation of his father, so here 
his devotion to his father’s God; this latter phrase expresses 
not merely the universal family feeling of regard for the 
religion of our ancestors or parents, but Jehoshaphat’s con- 
viction that his father’s experience of Jehovah’s power and 
goodness was valid testimony to Jehovah’s truth and the 
falseness or nothingness of other deities. The English 
authorized version here improperly inserts the word “ Lord” 
(that is, Jehovah), which is not in the Hebrew, apparently 
from a feeling that the phrase “ the God of his father” was 
not definite enough.—Vot according to the doings of Israel. 
This expression includes the calf-worship as well as the 
Baalism of Israel. 


Verse 5.—Jehovah established the kingdom in his hand.—As 
a reward of his obedience, his throne was firmly established. 
The adjacent tribes, Philistines and Arabians, were overawed 
by his power, and brought him tribute (verse 11), and the 
more powerful neighboring states refrained from attacking 
him (verse 10).—The presents brought by all Judah were not 
in payment of taxes, but probably special voluntary gifts 
as offering of homage in token that the offerers accepted 
the new government. Whether this was an ordinary pro- 
ceeding on the accession of a new king, or a special exhibi- 
tion of regard for Jehoshaphat, does not appear from the 
history. The design is to state that there was no opposition 
to him, no sign of insurrection or rebellion in the country. 
Insurrections and revolutions were common in Oriental 
monarchies, and though less frequent in Judah than in 
Israel, were not unknown there (see the histories of David, 
Solomon, Athaliah, Joash, Amon).—It is added that he had 
riches and honor in abundance. The favor of Jehovah sup- 
plied him with all the conditions of a successful reign: at 
peace at home and abroad, with abundant outward resources, 
he had leisure to go forward with firm heart in his great 
work of teaching. 


Verse 6.—His religious-ethical preparation for this work 
is set forth in the words: his heart was lifted up in the ways of 
Jehovah. ‘“ Heart” here, as everywhere else in Old Tes- 
tament and New Testament, means the whole inner being, 
intellect as well as emotional nature. The “lifting up of the 
heart” is commonly used in a bad sense, of a mere subjective 
exaltation through pride and vainglory ; but here it meansa 
real exaltation and intensifying of the whole nature, as is 
implied in the defining phrase: “in the ways of Jehovah;” 
he waa encouraged and impelled to seek God’s face and do 
his will_—The high places that he removed were idolatrous; 
the others, consecrated to Jehovah, he left undisturbed 
(chap. 20: 33). On the Asherim or Ashtoreth—pillars or 
posts, see on 14: 3. Notwithstanding Asa’s endeavors, 
something remained for his son to do, and for his son’s sons 
to many generations. This worship of Baal and Ashtoreth 
by its cheerfulness (and by its impurity) had a peculiar 
fascination for the Israelites. 


Verse 7.—He began his teaching work only in the third 


ordering of his kingdom ; probably verses 1-6 give a summary 


, | charge of teaching would naturally fall largely into the 


.| class. So it was, indeed, in later times, till the rise of the 


Verse 8.—The mention of the names of the princes, 


Verse 9.— The book of the law of Jehovah. This was an 

































































































early book containing, no doubt, the essentials of the moral 
law. It was, perhaps, not the Pentateuch as we have it; 
that probably was not completed in its present form till a 
later period, probably in the times of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
As to the subject-matter of the teaching, we may reason- 
ably suppose that it enjoined on the people to fear and trust 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, to maintain his worship in the 
temple and other places set apart to him, and to observe their 
duties toward their neighbors. In the statement that “the 
book of the teaching (tora) of Jehovah was with them,” that is, 
with the man sent out by the king, it is probably intimated 
(what, from other considerations, we should suppose to be the 
case) that copies of the book were not in the hands of the 
people at large. In those days, when copies of books were 
multiplied by the slow process of writing out manuscripts, the 
people were not in the habit of reading; the instruction 
was oral. Compare the state of England in the thirteenth 
century. 

Verse 10.—Fear from Jehovah was on all the kingdoms. 
That is, God so ordered all the political relations that no 
kingdom dared attack Jehoshaphat. The phrase “fear of 
Jehovah” means a fear produced by Jehovah; comp. Ezek. 
30: 13; 1 Sam. 11: 7; 14: 15 (“a terror of God;” Eng. 
Auth. Ver.,“‘a very great trembling”); 2 Chron. 20: 29. 
At this time Ahab, king of Israel, was in fear of the growing 
power of his northern neighbor, the kingdom of Syria 
(remembering, doubtless, the recent experience of Baasha, 
chap. 16: 4); Egypt was distracted by the conflicts of rival 
chiefs, and Assyria had not yet begun to interfere in the 
affairs of Israel. Thus God put on the dangerous adjacent 
kingdoms such a fear as restrained them from molesting 
Jehoshaphat, and left him at leisure to finish his work. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. SLAY TRUMBULL. 


Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead (vy. 1). Whether 
the father is a good man or a bad one, he is not to live 
always. He must sooner or later give place to his son—or 
to some one's son. And while the father’s influence over and 
respons:bility for his sons are very great, each son may 
choose for himself whether he will do better or worse than 
his father. Old Thomas Fuller says on this point: “ Lord, 
I find the genealogy of my Saviour strangely checkered 
with four remarkable changes in four immediate generations. 
Rehoboam begat Abijah ; that is, a bad father begat a bad 
son. Abijah “begat Asa; that is,a bad father a good son. 
Asa begat Jehoshaphat; that is, a bad father a good son. 
Jehoshaphat begat — ; that is, a good father a bad son. 
I see, Lord, from hende, that my father’s piety cannot be 
entailed; that is bad news forme. But I; see, also, that 
actual impiety is not always heredity ; that is good news for 
my son.” 

He... set garrisons ... in the cities... which Asa 
his father had taken (vy. 2). Ifa man wants to make progress, 
he must first see to it that he is able to hold what he already 
has. A young man who neglects to take care of the property 
which his father has left to him is not likely to be successful 
in business for himself. He who fails in attention to old 
friends will not be of much value to new ones. There is no 
hope of scholarship to a student who refuses to make avyail- 
able the researches of those who have gone before him in 
similar departments of study. When you hear a man 
sneering at the faith or doctrines of his fathers, you may be 
pretty sure that his faith and doctrines will be of little 
value to his children. If he cannot hold the best things 
which his fathers left to him, he will not be likely to leave 
anything worth holding to them that come after him. 


He walked in the first ways of his father (v. 3). It is very 
well for a man to follow his father’s good example; but a 
father’s bad example had better be shunned. To say that a 
son walki in the ways of his father in Bible study, in 
church attendance, in private prayer, in liberal giving, is to 
the son’s credit. But to say that the son walks in his father’s 
ways in drinking wine, in smoking cigars, in using coarse 
or careless speech, in sneering at the Bible and Christian 
professions, is not to the son’s credit—nor yet to the father’s. 
A boy should walk in the best ways of his father—whether 
they be “ the first ways,” or the last. 


And walked . . . not after the doings of Israel (vy. 4). The 
fact that a whole nation does wrong does not make its 
example a safe one. ‘‘ Thou shalt not follow a multitude to 
do evil.” If your neighbors are evil disposed, that is no 
reason why you should be. If they sanction improper 
amusements, or follow fashion blindly, or live beyond their 
means, or disregard the Lord’s Day, or,otherwise turn their 
faces away from the Lord’s service, see to it that you walk 
not after their doings. The right way is the only safe way. 
Walk in it, if you go all alone—with the Lord. 


Therefore the Lord stablished the kingdom in his hand (v. 5). 
Not the fenced cities which his fathers had fortified, nor yet 
the forces and commanders which he had set in them, estab- 
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do that. The Lord alone has power to establish a man or 
his work anywhere. “Except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it.” In attempts at founding 
a government, at organizing a business, at running a news- 
paper, at training a family, or at teaching a Sunday-school 
class, unless the Lord establishes the undertaking, all of 
man's best work is of no avail. If the enterprise be to the 
Lord’s honor, and is carried on in faith in him, then the Lord 
is ready to establish it in his servant's hand. 

He had riches and honor in abundance (vy. 5). No man can 
have riches or honor without the Lord's consent. If a man 
really wants earthly riches and honor from his fellows, in 
preference to spiritual blessings and treasures in heaven, he 
had better go directly to the Lord and tell him so. A compact 
with the Lord is safer than one with the devil. It is wild 
folly for a man to think that he can get anything in any 
line against the Lord’s will. And all who serve the Lord 
have riches and honor in abundance—just as much as they 
ought to have; only the Lord’s idea of abundance in such 
things may differ from man’s, 


His heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord (v.6). There 
is nothing more sure to raise a man’s spirits and to uplift 
him in courage and faith than the doing of God's work. 
“ They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run 
and not be weary; and they shall walk and not faint” It 
is even easier to do a second duty than to do the first. If we 
lay hold of one promise of God to-day, we shall be readier 
to rest confidently on another of his promises to-morrow. 


He sent to his princes . . . to teach in the cities of Judah 
(v. 7). That was good work for princes. A responsibility for 
governing includes a responsibility for teaching. They who 
are to obey must know the law. How shall they know it 
unless they are taught it? The education of a people is a 
prerequisite to a law-loving andalaw-abiding people. Show- 
ing a scholar in the Sunday-school how to study his lesson is 
a great deal better than finding fault with him for not study 
ing it. Teaching a child at home how to occupy his time and 
surplus vitality is more effective than scolding at him for 
doing this and doing that—because he must do something 
and he has never been shown how to do anything better. 

And with them he sent Levites, ... and with them... 
privsts (v. 8). Clergy and laity must co operate in the work 
of teaching a people. No one set of men can doit all. Here 
were princes, priests, and Levites, all at it; nor was the work 
overdone, There is little danger of too much good training. 
Ministers must preach, teachers must teach, editors and authors 
must write and print, lecturers and lawyers and business men 
must have their say, parents must do their share; and all 
must rejoice that so many others are their helpers in this good 
work, Only in this way can all in the community be trained 
who ought to be. 

T ey taught in Judoh, and had the book of the lawof the Lord 
with them (v. 9). This was practically Sunday-school work. 
Ministers and laymen taught the Bible from place to place to 
little groups and larger ones. It was teaching rather than 
preaching. They used a common text book, and doubtless 
employed all the more modern helps of that day to Bible 
study and Bible teaching. This may or may not have been 
the beginning of a national system of uniform Bible lessons; 
but it is evident that the plan which is now so popular was in 
vogue at least twenty-seven hundred and ninety years ago. 

And went about throughout all the cities. . . and taught the 
people (v.9). It was a combination of Sunday-school mis- 
sionary work and the work of city missions. Earnest men 
who understood their business went from place to place to 
organize Sunday-schools—gatherings for Bible study. Each 
city was looked after according to its special needs. If there 
is a place in our country to-day where this work is needed, 
and we are not looking after it, we are clearly behind the 
Jews of thirty centuries ago. 

The fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms . . . round 
about 80 that they made no war upon Jehoshaphat (v. 10). 
The fear of the Lord influences a great many men who have 
no love of the Lord. It constrains them to a limited extent. 
It keeps some gamblers from playing cards Sunday; some 
boys from going gunning or sailing on that day; some pro- 
fane swearers from cursing a minister; some thieves from 
robbing a contribution box. It induces some men to attend 
church—once in a while, to desire religious services at the 
faneral of a friend, to subscribe money for religious purposes 
It makes some men—like Felix—‘“ tremble.” It has this 
effect on devils, “The fear of the Lord is the beyinning of 
wisdom ;” but it is not the end of wisdom: it is not its com- 
pleteness. We have no reason to suppose that the fear of the 
Lord had any othereffect on the kingdoms round about Judah 
than to keep them from fighting Jehoshaphat while they 
thought that would be a dangerous experiment, Wisdom 
prompts not only to a fear of the Lord to begin with, but to 
that perfect love of the Lord which finally casteth out fear. 

Nors.—In the first paragraph of these “ Applications,” 
“Asa begat Jehoshaphat; that is, a bad father a good son” 
should read, “ Asa begat J ehoshaphat; that is, a good father 


a good son.” This error is discovered after the first form of 
the paper—including the page just before this—is printed. 
Any one familiar with the character of Asa would read this 
error “ between the lines ;”’ but such knowledge is too much 
to expect of every teacher a week after that character has 
been under review. 





FIDELITY TO THE RELIGION OF A 
GODLY ANCESTRY. 


BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


King Jehoshaphat was the son of a pious father. The 
chief fact about him which the Bible emphasizes is that he 
was faithful to that father’s instructions, and followed his 
example. ‘He sought to the Lord God of his father, and 
walked in his commandments.” He was also the child of 
other godly ancestors, going far back to the beginning of the 
royal line. ‘God was with Jehoshaphat because he walked 
in the first ways of his father David.” 

In the religion of the Old Testament, much is made of 
family descent. A favorite title by which God declared him- 
self to his ancient people was, ‘The God of thy fathers.” 
Moses at the Red Sea sang, “ The Lord is my father’s God, 
and I will exalt him.” King Hezekiah made it his plea for 
the pardon of his people: “The good Lord pardon every one 
that prepareth his heart to seek the Lord God of his fathers.” 
Daniel prays, ‘I thank thee, O thou God of my fathers.” 
Solomon at the dedication of the Temple prays, ‘The Lord 
our God be with us as he was with our fathers.” Moses, 
predicting the calamities which should come upon the 
nation in the distant future, imagines the lookers-on as ask- 
ing ““What meaneth the heat of this great anger?” And 
he replies: ‘ Men shall say, Because they have forsaken the 
covenant of the Lord God of their fathers.” 

Yes, in the theory of religion and its blessings in the Old 
Testament, the glory of the children is their fathers. One 
topic suggested by the present lesson is that of fidelity to the 
faith and example of a pious ancestry Observe: 

1. It is an unspeakable blessing vo have been born in the line 
of a Christian parentage. What language can express the 
thanksgivings of thousands of us for our Christian mcthers? 
Do not many of us owe a3 much to the firmness and the 
prayers of Christian fathers? How many of us could have 
borne, without a wreck of character, the temptations of early 
youth, but for the hallowed restraints of a Christian home? 
The voice of family prayer is that of a guardian angel in a 
multitude of homes. 

Much more than godly instruction and example is involved 
in the blessing. By a mysterious law of God's government, 
tendencies to character spring from the line of natural 
descent. Qualities of mind, natural sensibilities, the fine- 
ness of conscience, the very make of the soul, in which the 
elements of voluntary character germinate, come tous by no 
choice of ours. It is a great thing to have had that foun- 
tain of our moral being purified and vitalized by the grace 
of God. 

The purest blood this world has ever known is that of a 
Christian ancestry. It outranks all other aristocracies 
Descent from kings and emperors be»rs no comparison with 
it. Yes, William Cowper, thou art right: 

“ My boast is not that I deduce my birth 
From loins enthroned, the rulers of the earth, 
But higher far my proud pretensions rise— 
The son of parents passed into the skies.” 

The length of the line of Christian inheritance is in many 
cases a reduplication of the blessing. Blessed above princes 
of the blood royal is a fellow-townsman of mine, who is the 
descendant, in the eighth generation, from a well-known Eng- 
lish martyr, and the golden cord of whose godly heritage 
has never once in all that time been broken. 

It is an impressive thought, what an accumulation of 
prayer surrounds an infant at its birth insuchaline! It 
was a favorite habit of the Pilgrim Fathers to pray for their 
posterity to the end of time. If “their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven,” a convoy 
of angels must herald the advent of such an infant upon its 
earthly career. What a different thing is the probation of 
such a child, from that of one who bears in his very blood 
the virus of a dozen generations of vice and pollution! 

Probably, in no other nation on the globe are there so 
many as in our own of such Christian families, who trace 
back their lineage through centuries of prayer and godly 
living. Says a historian of the early settlement of this 
country: “God sifted three kingdoms that he might send 
choice spirits to people this continent.” Many of us are 
living in grooves of spiritual blessing, fixed by answered 
prayer a thousand years before we were born. An eminent 
Christian of my acquaintance used to thank God daily for 
concealed blessings. Chief among such secret gifts is the 
shadowy hand of godly ancestors, stretched forth across the 
ages in benediction on our heads. 

2. The religion of our fathers, because it is such, has a 
strong presumptive claim upon our fdith. The presumptive 
may be balanced by opposing evidence, but till it is thus 





neutralized, it exists in the case of every man. Itis no dis- 





honor to a young man to believe in the religion of his 
father. It shows no want of independence to be a Christian 
because one’s father was a Christian. To believe as my 
father believed, to trust the faith which my mother sang to 
me, to cling to the Christian hopes which first bloomed at 
the fireside of my childhood’s home, to rest in my inherited 
religion, and follow the example of my godly parents, is no 
unmanly thing God forbid that I should glory in breaking 
loose from such sacred ties! Said a clergyman of my 
acquaintance: ‘I have been young, and now am old, and I 
have spent my life in the study of the religions of the world ; 
but I have yet to find a stronger proof of the truth of the 
Christian Scriptures than I discovered forty years ago in 
the character and life of my father and mother.” 

That pride of intellect which a young man sometimes feels, 
which makes him think that nothing in religious faith can 
be settled by the past, that he must, therefore, inquire de novo, 
as if no experience had taught his ancestry anything, is & 
very weak and narrow affection of the brain. No generation 
exists, in God's plan, for nothing. Every generation of 
Christian believers adds something to the reasonable faith of 
the world in Christ, as truly as every generation of astrono- 
mers furnishes data for the calculations of astronomers who 
follow them. I have no more reason for rejecting the Chris- 
tian faith of my father, because I have not investigated 
everything about it, than I have for going back to the 
Ptolemaic theory of the stars because I am not an expert in 
the Copernican astronomy. 

3. Lt is one of the divine laws of the increase of the church, 
that the children of Christian parents should themselves be 
Christians. The conversion of this world to Christ is not to 
be brought about by revivals of religion alone. There are 
laws of grace as well as laws of nature. There is a law of 
Christian nurture, by which, through the grace of God, every 
Christian family becomes a nursery of the church of Christ. 
Such is God’s obvious design. Character is not transferable 
from father to son, but the elements out of which character 
grows are so. Religion once rooted in a Christian family 
should achieve so much conservation of Christian forces. A 
moral dike is thus built up against the floods of depravity, 
behind which children may be safe, as Holland is from the 
inroads of the sea. 

There is no good reason why our children should not grow 
up into Christian faith instead of being wrenched into it by 
moral convulsions, after years of riot in depravity. Plant 
an acorn anywhere, and anyhow, in good soil, and it will 
grow upward, and not downward. By the law of its being it 
seeks the sun. So achild set in the groundwork of a Chris- 
tian household, and nurtured in its holy light and atmosphere, 
should by the very conditions of his existence grow up 
towards God and heaven. 

Many do thus grow up Christians. Many Christian men 
and women cannot remember the day when they did not 
love God and trust in Christ. -A Christian childhood may be 
reasonably expected to be free from flagrant vices. The 
very birth-hour may be the hour of holy regeneration. 
Christian training may be the medium of sanctifying 
grace. By this law of religious nurture, as well as by that 
of great awakenings from a godless life, it is God’s design 
that the church shall grow, till it covers all the families of 
the redeemed, One such family is in God’s plan the fountain 
of a pure stream which is to widen and deepen till it flows 
in holy majesty into eternity. 

4. The imitation of a godly ancestry is peculiarly pleasing 
to God. It1s everywhere so represented in the Scriptures. 
Says St. Paul to Timothy: “I thank God when I call to 
remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which 
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice.” 
The transmission of godliness to the third generation is here 
the theme of thankegiving. 

God is pleased with honor paid to his own laws. When he 
has given to a young man the inestimable blessing of a 
Christian parentage, he looks to see the blessing recognized 
It is a joy to Christ to see a youth treading in the steps of a 
Christian father, and praying to old age the prayers taught 
by a Christian mother. Such a life honors God’s mode of 
procedure. It is the supreme form of obedience to parents, 
with which God is well pleased. When Christian living 
follows a long line of godly progenitors running back 
through centuries of grace, there is an accumulation of 
glory to the gracious plans of God which cannot but be a 
joy to him. 

5. It is an act of signal and relentless guilt to break the line 
of @ pivus heritage by a godless life. It involves a terrific 
contest with God for the damnation of the soul. Tough 
the task which such a young man sets himself, to destroy 
his soul. He must do it, fighting against the most potent 
devices of God for his salvation. Father's counsels, mother’s 


prayers, godly example, the indefinable atmosphere, like to 
none other, of a Christian home, the holy momentum from 
a long procession of Christian forefathers, going back, it may 
be, into unknown history, must-be persistently, in dead ear- 
nest, insolently, contended with and defied. 

That is a conflict more sanguinary, and of more woful 
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issue, than any ever fought with sword or cannon on sea or 
land. A tripled and quadrupled cordon of spiritual influ- 
ences must be charged and broken through. Such forces are 
never overcome but by the aid of opposing forces from the 
powera of darkness. Such one must achieve his destruc- 
tion hy inviting Satan into alliance. He must throw him- 
self into the embrace of malignant auxiliaries. It is as if 
he cried out from within the reserved enclosure in which God 
has sought to protect him: ‘‘ Come and help me to withstand 
God!” Oh! it is the saddest sight that angels ever look upon, 
when the child of a godly ancestry forces his way to hell 
over trampled prayers, and mangled forms of fathers and 
mothers extending back in the shadowy past perhaps a 
thousand years. 

Of the eminent men in American history, noone has come 
to the close of life under a darker cloud of reprobation from 
God and man than Aaron Burr. He was the son of parents 
eminent for piety. His father was the venerable president 
of aChristian college. His mother was the daughter of the 
Rev. President Edwards, a most godly man, and herself also 
a woman renowned for her rare Christian culture. The 
family extended far back in a luminous pathway of Christian 
faith and prayer. What an accumulation of holy forces was 
concentrated upon Aaron Burr’s boyhood and early man- 
hood! They surrounded him in no hard, repellent forms, but 
in the genial graces and beautiful adornments of educated 
Christian society. The piety of his father was lighted up by 
a mirthful humor. No happier men ever lived than the 
clergy of that age. The best education of the times too was 
his. Thus directed, so faras home and inheritance and cir- 


cumstance could do it, thus directed toward heaven, he 


entered on his active manhood. 


When approaching his twentieth year, he became inter- 
The spirit of God then 
clearly set before him the great alternative, and pressed his 
decision on the side of virtue and religion. He retired for 
xome weeks to a rural town in Connecticut, for the sake of 
settling once for all the question of his religious character. 
Nobody knows what was the history of those critical weeks : 
through what conflicts he passed; how near he may have 
approached to the God of his fathers; nor what fatal influ- 
ences turned him back. But he came home resolved, as he 
said, ‘‘ never again to trouble himself about his soul's ealva- 


ested in the salvation of his soul. 


’ 


tion’ 


To all appearance he kept that resolution to the last. The 
It is 
not known that he was ever again seriously disturbed by 
He entered on what promised to be a 
He 
He ended it, disappointed 
in his ambitions, and soured against all the world. He died 


die was cast, as he meant it should be, “ once for all.” 
religious convictions 
brilliant public career without God and without hope. 


passed through it a godless man. 


in obscurity, abandoned by old friends for years before 


unsaluted by them as they passed him in the street, with the 


guilt of murder on his soul and the brand of Cain on his brow 
So far as man can know, he went speechless into eternity 


with a seared conscience and a hardened heart. God auffered 


him, as he generally does such men, to die as he had lived 


His was a representative history—representative of those 
who break the line of ancestral piety, and force their way to 
an irreligious life and death, in defiance of God’s protective 
It is an appalling question—do 
not angels pause and “lean on their harps” to catch the 
answer ?—‘* Whoare the Aaron Burrs now living in Christian 


plans for their salvation. 


families ?” 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Who was the king with the easy name? His son’s name 
was a very hard one—Je-hosh-a-phat. No little thing gives 
achild more real satisfaction than to be able to master a 
hard word ; so give every one an opportunity, by letting 
them say it together slowly, several times. This name had 
& meaning too, as all those old names did; it means, God 
Was Asa a good ora bad king? Whom did he 
servefaithfully? What good thingsdid hedo? Who helped 


judges. 


him in battle when his enemies came against him? Wha 
message did a prophet bring to him as he came from war 


How did Asa feel at the prophet’s message? What did Aca 
What did the people 
promise when they all met together? What offerings did 
How did God bless them and keep his cove- 


put away? What did he renew? 


they make? 
nant with them ? 


Asa was king forty-one years, and when he died his son 


Jehoshaphat was king in his place. What is that othe 
hard word in the name of our lesson? 
express what they think the word means, then explain it t 


them, and let them tell in the course of the lesson why 


Jehoshaphat prospered. 


We are told what Jehoshaphat did, and what he did noi 


Whom did the people enter into a covenant to seek? 


— Two things Jehoshaphat did not do, he did not seek Baalim. 
What kind of gods were called Baal? Those were the strange 
gods whose altars Asa had put away; the good son of agood 
father did not seek after or want what his father had for- 





Let the children 





bidden. He did not walk after the doings of Israel. Which 

kingdom was Jehoshaphat’s? What were the “doings of 

Israel?’ While Jehoshaphat was king in Judah there was a 

wicked king in Israel. He married a heathen queen, and 

they made altars to Baal and built temples for idols, and the 

queen had four hundred heathen priests fed at her table 

every day. 

They were so wicked in all the kingdom that God eent a 

fearful famine; but he kept alive one of his good prophets 

and had him fed by the ravens and by a poor widow for 

three years and six months. Then the prophet called all the 

people to come and offer sacrifices on the altars of Baal, and 

he on the altar of his God, and the one who sent fire from 

heaven to burn the sacrifice, they would see was the 

true God. Which one sent the fire? Who was the prophet? 

What was the name of the king and queen? Do you know 

who first made the people of Israel worship idols? While 

Asa’s grandfather, Rehoboam, was king of J udah, Jeroboam 

was king of Israel (show the kingdoms on map), and he set 
up two calves of gold (show Bethel and Dan) for the people, 
and said, ‘‘ These be thy gods, O Israel,” and he is always 
called the one “ who made Israel to sin.” 

Those were the doings of Israel, but there were no such 
doings in Jehoshaphat’s kingdom. He took care of all the 
cities which had belonged to his father, and walked in the 
ways of good King David. He sought the God of his fathers 
and walked in his commandments; his heart was in the ways 
of the Lord. He took away out of the land every grove or 
high place he could find where idols had been worshiped. 
He was a good and happy king; his people loved to bring 
him presents, and he had riches and honors. 

The true reason why his country was so blessed was 
because of something he began to do when he had been king 
three years. It was not enough for him to have his own 
heart in the ways of the Lord; he resolved to teach all his 
people. 

What one book is the one tostudy in and learn about God ? 
That is the very book the king wanted to have taught to all 
in his kingdom. Who were the teachers? The king sent for 
five of his princes, nine of the Levites, and two of the priests 
How many is that in all? The princes were men who 
advised the king and helped to govern the country; the 
Levites were the priests who kept the temple and the altars, 
and sang in the service; the other-priests were those who 
offered up sacrifices and led the worship for the people. 


This company went about through all the cities of Judah 
and taught the people. From what book did they teach? 
What book does the golden text say they had with them? 
What book does that mean? Did the people know how to 
make books then? Could they make paper? Could they 
print? Was there a Bible in every house, as there ought to 
be now? (One part of a teacher's duty, and one blessed 
opportunity for good, is to see that the Bible is in the home 
of every child. In mission classes and in a large primary 
class, you may be surprised, if you look for cases of need; bat 
in these days when Bibles are so cheap, so wonderfully mul- 
tiplied, and so freely given by our religious societies, do not 
let the home of any scholar be destitute.) 


, 


Was it such a Bible as ours they carried and taught in the 
cities and homes of Judah? Could they have read aloud the 
story of Jesus Christ when it was more than nine hundred 
years before the first Christmas Day? Could they have had 
any lessons about Paul, as we have had? Their teaching 
was when less than half of the Old Testament had been 
written It was not printed on paper nor bound in books 
like ours. Only the priests had the Bible, and it was written 
with a pen on skins, and rolled up in aroll (You can per- 
haps get a piece of parchment to show the class, or at least 
make a roll of paper showing how the ancient copies of 
Scripture were written. rolled, and kept. They had there a 
copy of the Ten Commandments too, written on stone by 
God’s own finger, and kept in the Ark, in the holiest place in 
the temple, as God told Moses it should be kept) They did 
not have the Lord’s Prayer to learn and say together every 
day as we do now; for it was long before Jesus Christ came 
to teach us how to pray in his name. But the priests taught 
them how Moses prayed to God for all the people, and how 
God talked with him. 


The Bible-teaching company of priests and princes went 
through and through the land, having meetings with the 
people, reading over and over and explaining the stories of 
Abraham and Moses, the prayers and praises of David, and 
the wisdom of Solomon. For all these had lived. and there 
was a great deal to teach the people about God, and how he 
had led their fathers. They had often disobeyed and been 
punished; but God had loved and forgiven them, and often 
sent teachers to carry his word and teach them what to 
believe and how to serve him. He put it into the heart of 
good King Jehoshaphat to have these meetings and teachings 
all through his kingdom. Was it not something like our 
Sunday-schools now? ’ 


t 
? 


r 


oO 


t 


that they did, but we can see that it was so. 


Did the people learn and obey? We are not exactly told 
What is the 
meaning of Jehoshaphat’s name? When God judges, he loves 


to reward better than to punish. We are told that the fear 
of the Lord fell upon all the people of the lands around, 
so they made no war against Jehoshaphat. Instead of 
fighting him, they brought him presents of bars of silver and 
flocks of sheep and goats. Why do you think the king had 
such prosperity ? 

When the Jews first came into the beautiful land where 
they lived, Joshua, their leader, talked to them about the 
book of the law. They did not have so much of it in his 
days as they did in Jehoshaphat’s, but Joshua told them 
what they were to do with the book of the law; they were 
to think about it and to do it; that meant to study and obey. 
Is not that what we ought to do with our Bibles now? 
Joshua told them if they would do that, their way should be 
prosperous. 

What did Jehoshaphat have in his land when all were 
taught about God? There is no such prosperity as God will 
give to the heart or the people who serve him and love his 
law. David knew that when he said, “ Blessed are they 
who walk in the law of the Lord.” What have you learned 
from faithful Asa and from his son Jehoshaphat, the Bible- 
king? 





BLACKBOARD. 





BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 
WHAT WHAT 
JEHOSHAPHAT THE LORD 
DID FOR DID FOR 
THE LORD. JEHOSHAPHAT. 


Sought the Lord. 

Walked in his commandments. 
Destroyed idolatry. 

Taught the law. 


Stablished his kingdom, 
Gave riches and honor, 
Strengthened him, 
Preserved peace, 








SECRET OF 
JEHOSHAPHAT’S 


| W | earching the law. 
i | eparting from evil. 
al | eae 


oing good, 
| THE LAW OF THE LORD 


OUR 





PROSPERITY. 
alked in God’s ways. 
orshiped God only. 
orked for his glory. 
eparted from evil. 
estroyed idolatry. 
eclared God's law. 


eeking the Lord. 
erving the Lord. 


evotion to God. 








OBEYED. v.4. 
READ. v.6. 
TO BE TAUGHT. v.7. 
STUDIED. V.9. 
A COMPANION. V.9. 
BY KINGS. BY THE PEOPLE. 








| DUTIES, 
EARCH THE (TEACH THE 
RUTH. 











‘RIPTURES. 
Love ™ ALK IN THE 
AW. AYs OF THE LORD. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


Servixe Gop Hzartity.—The sources of the river Nile 

have long been a secret hidden from the world. Baker and 
Livingstone and Stanley have each in their way shown us 
the origin of the African rivers in the immense lakes in the 
heart of Africa. Some of these waters have flowed north- 
ward—and have turned into the Nile, and have emptied 
themselves into the Mediterranean: some have gone to the 
south-east, others to the western coast of Africa. But far 
away in this mountain region, unseen by the eye of man, 
hese divergent streams have had their origin. So our lives 
flow in different directions; from the high table-land of our 
wills we either serve ourselves or serve God, just as the 
streams turn to the north or the south. 

On the Spltigen pass, in Switzerland, the river'Rhine has 
its source. It goes bounding on its way as a leaping, dash- 
ing brook; then as an impetuous river; then as a series of 
land-locked takes ; and last of all at Rotterdam, in Holland, 
it is pumped out into the North Sea. How many lives begin 
‘like the Rhine, and then at the last have not motive-power 
enough to keep them from stagnation ! 

Hawthorne, in one of his stories, describes a character 
which was paralyzed in the realm of motives. The man 
would look out of his window at the world, but felt himself 
as utterly detached from it asa door detached from its 
hinges, and as useless. The sign in the window, “ To let,” 
described exactly the state of the man’s motives; and the 
words Cui bono?’—“‘ What is the use?” were fastened upon 
every rising intention. This might have served as a descrip- 
tion of the late John Stuart Mill. 

Our Lord’s parable of the two sons who were told to work 
in the vineyard is an illustration of the difference between 
real and fictitious sources of obedience. One son said, “I 
go, sir,” but went not: this was the obedience of intention. 








The other said, “I will not:” this was the downward plunge 
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‘an exhausted brook oozing itself away unconsciously, but 
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of waywardness. “ But afterwards he repented and went: ” 
this was the turn of the river over rough stones into the old 
bed again, and was the obedience of action. 

The old mill-wheel is turned, not by the trickling drops of 


by the full head of water, diked off from loss by the firm 
mill-dam, and turned in order to make the mill-wheel 
go. So Christ’s love to us might have existed asa sentiment 
in heaven forever: it was only when that love was turned 
into the sluiceway of our human nature through his incar- 
nation, that he fulfilled his heavenly Father's will, and 
showed to us the source of salvation in his free grace to 
man. It was Jesus Christ coming into collision with this 
world, and turning it round towards the face of God, which 
was the source and origin of the soul's redemption. 

At the period of the Reformation in Europe, two men 
appeared in Germany as leaders of thought. One was a 
scholar, and dealt with scholarly minds; the other was a 
plain monk, and dealt with the masses of the people. Fras- 
mus was the scholar’s name: Martin Luther was the name 
of the monk. Erasmua dealt with the wise men, and was 
careful only to have a wise policy, one that would not bring 
him into disfavor with those who were in power, so that at 
any moment he could beat a retreat. Luther, on the other 
hand, knew only two or three principles, and knew no such 
thing as fear. All he cared for was to serve his Master ; 
and this resolute serving of his Lord made him the great hero 
of the Reformation; while Erasmus is by no means go 
gloriously known. 

Self-reliance is a source of prosperity. When Julius Cesar 
crossed the Rubicon, he disobeyed the senate, and became 
his own master. He had either to win, and become ruler of 
Rome, or be conquered and become an outlaw. William of 
Orange, in braving the attacks of Philip the Second of Spain, 
and in defending the liberties of the Dutch Republic, showed 
just as much self-reliance as Casar, only there was faith in 
God and devotion to the liberties of his country behind his 
indomitable perseverance. 

Cardinal Wolsey says, in Shakespeare's King Henry the 
Eighth, 

“Had I but served my God with half the zeal 
I served my king, he would not in mine age 
Have left me naked to mine enemies.” 


Srupyixe Gop's Law.—Demosthenes said the secret of 
eloquence was action; Cicero said it was command of lan- 
guage; Emerson says to-day, the secret of eloquence is to 
know your facts and to hug them. 

A merchant in Boston was in the habit of disappearing 
from his office on the'pleasant days of spring, and of going 
down the harbor in a sail-boat. He never took any pilot, or 
consulted the sailors who hung about the wharves. One 
Saturday he took a clergyman down with him to a town on 
the coast where he was to preach upon the following Sunday. 
“Why do you run by these buoys,” asked the minister, 
“over this shallow ground, while the larger vessels cannot 
follow you? and why are you not afraid of running aground?” 
“Simply,” replied the merchant, “in the same way that 
you know how and what to preach. J know my chart of the 
harbor, and I know exactly how much water my boat draws.” 

“ Let not the cobbler go beyond his last,” was an old 
Latin proverb which meant to convey the thought, “ Know 
your trade, and keep to it.” The Jews knew their law, and 
the monks of the Middle Ages knew their Scriptures, better 
perhaps, than we who have but one Bible and thousands of 
other books. A Russian priest in a country town found 
great difficulty in getting the people to teach their children 
the word of God. The town-people were given up entirely 
to dicing and card-playing, and all the children were brought 
up in these ways. One day the priest dropped a pack of 
cards on the altar steps, together with a couple of pairs of 
dice. Then he called the children up to the rail, and cate- 
chieed them about the games, asking them the names of the 

cards and the spots on the dice. They answered every ques- 
tion correctly. After this he asked them questions in the 


Ahab king of Israel], and reigned at Jerusalem twenty-five 
years.— Smith. 


Strengthened himself against Israel. Endeavored to defend 
and secure himself against attack on the side of Israel. This 
was obviously in the first part of his reign, and before he 
formed affinity with Ahab (18: 1) and so long as Baasha’s 
attack on his predecessor Asa operated.— Lange. 


V.4. Not after the doings of Israel. The special idola- 
trous doing of the time—the introduction and establishment 
of the worship of Baal and the groves. See 1 Kings 16: 
31-33; 19: 18. 


V.5. Presents, Free-will ofterings in addition to the regular 
taxes. There is some reason to believe that a benevolence 
of this kind was accepted, as a matter of course, at the acces- 
sion of a new sovereign. See 1 Sam. 10: 27. 


The king had the love and confidence of his people. 
Herein he was truly rich and strong. He lived and labored. 
not for himself, but for them. This they knew, and hence 
they loved and trusted him; and we are not surprised that 
“all Judah brought Jehoshaphat presents, and he had riches 
and honor in abundance.” Aid this confidence never waned. 
They believed in their king to the last—Monday Club 
Sermons. 


V.6. Heart was lifted up. This showed a heightened 
courage to proceed in a godly walk: not in the bad sense of 
an ungodly pride —Lange. 


Took away the high places. Not only did he himself keep 
far from the Baals, but he removed, besides, all memorials of 
the Baal-worship from Judah. 


V. 7. He sent to his princes. We have here an account of 
a remarkable itinerant ministry established by Jehoshaphat, 
in which three classes of men were employed: 1, The princes ; 
2, The Levites; 3, The priests. We may presume that the 
princes instructed in the nature of the civil law and the 
constitution of the kingdom; tnat the Levites instructed them 
in everything that pertained to the temple service and ritual 
low ; and the priests instructed in the nature and design of 
their religion.— Bagster. 


While the priests and Levites neglected their duty as 
public teachers, the people remained ignorant of the truth 
and law of God, and were easily seduced into superstition 
or idolatry ; so that the reformations which took place were 
rather the result of authority than conviction and distinct 
knowledge; and thus only external and transient. Asa and 
his people had done well in covenanting together to punish 
those who would not seek the Lord, for this was according 
to the tenor and intention of that introductory dispensation. 
But Jehoshaphat did beiter, when he added the public teach- 
ing of the people from the law of God; for this not only 
tended to the same object, but promoted the salvation of 
souls, and the increase of spiritual worshipers who would 
hand down religion to their posterity.—<Scott. 


The ordinary work of teaching devolved on the priests; 
but extraordinary commissioners were appointed, probably 
to ascertain whether the work had been done or neglected. 
This deputation of five princes, assisted by two priests and 
nine Levites, were to make a circuit of the towns in Judah: 
and it is the first practical measure we read of as being 
adopted by any of the kings for the religious instruction of 
the people. Time and unbroken opportunities were afforded 
for carrying fnlly out this excellent plan of home education, 
for the kingdom enjoyed internal tranquillity as well as 
freedom from foreign wars.— Fuussett and Brown. 


Benhaal, etc —Nothing further is known of the men named. 
The designation of them as princes suggests the idea that 
they were heads of families or fathers -houses.— Keil. 


V9 The book of the law. This mention of the book of 
the law shows that if not the whole Pentateuch in its present 
form, yet a work already approaching to its present com- 
pass, was already extant in the tenth century B. C. 


And taught the people. There was first purification, then 
instruction. The public memorials of idolatry being removed, 
it was atime to instruct the people. While ignorant they 
were an easy prey. They must be taught of God and the 
requirements of his law... . Thus this company of good 
and wise men, bearing the authority of the king and holding 
in their hands the word of God, went from city to city, 
throughout the land, and gathering the people about them, 
taught them the truth, awakened conscience, stimulated 
loyalty, and pledged them anew to the service of Jehovah — 
Monday Club. 


V.10 Fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the 
land. God so influenced and governed their spirits that they 
reverenced him. So that while the princes and priests were 
instructing and reforming the country, none of his neighbors 
gave him any molestation to take him off from that good 
work. See Gen. 35: 5; Ex. 34: 24, 








Old and New Testament. They knew nothing. “O my 
people?” exclaimed the priest, “is it any wonder this town 
1s going to the evil one? Here are your children who can 
answer every question I put to them in the devil's catechism, 
and yet know nothing of the word of God. How can they 


prosper or go heavenwards, when God's word is such a dark 


lantern with all the four sidea down ?” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


2 Chron. 17: 1-10. 
enjoyed was disturbed by the hostility of Baasha, whom 
he diverted, by the aid of the Syrians, from building 
Ramah. Hanani the seer reproved Asa for relying on the 
king of Syria, and not on the Lord his God, and was there- 
fore putin prison. In other respects Asa had been an ener- 
getic and pious ruler, and was committed to the tomb amidst 
general mourning, B, C, 914, bequeathing the throne to his 
son Jehoshaphat. 


V.1. Jehoshaphat, the fourth king of Judah. At the age 


The peace which Asa's kingdom 


We are not left in doubt as to the reasons for God's inter- 
position in behalf of the king of Judah. It was the reward 
of piety. He honored God, and God honored and exalted 
him. And truly, if there be One who marks the love and 
devotion of men to himself, well might such piety and loyalty 
win the favor of Heaven. Observe itselements. Hesought 
the Lord. He walked in his commandments. He avoided 
the mongrel worship of Israel. He steadily fought against 
idolatry. He reformed and invigorated the administration 
of justice. By solemn visitation throughout the land, he 
took hold of the people bodily, lifted them up, turned their 
feet unto the path of virtue and their eyes unto the altar of 
their God. And all this through love of righteousness and 
God.—Monday Club. 


Zeal for truth and righteousness among governors pro- 
duces most beneficial effects. All lively, exemplary Chris- 
tians are blessings so far as their influence extends. Let all 
employ the talents they have; be faithful even in that which 
is little. Set up the worship of Godin your houses. The 
charge of a family is important. 


thelaw ofthe Lord? Be consistent. 


Do not recommend one 
thing, and practice another. 


Begin with yourselves, Seek 





of thirty-five he succeeded his father in the fourth year of 


Why should you not 
instruct them, as Jehoshaphat did his subjects, in the book of 


the Lord God of Israel, then cali upon your children and 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


ee 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., in the Class-room Y. M,C. A. Hall. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, from 12 tol o’clock Pp. m. 
Led by the Hon, Vice-Chancellor Blake, 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4 p.m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 


Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting every Tuesday evening. at 714 o’clock 
State Street Methodist Church, Conducted by the Rev. George J. 
Brown. Wednesday evenings, Teachers’-Meeting at Fifth Street 
Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Dr. William Irvin, conductor. Thurs- 
day evenings, at North Second Street Methodist Church, at 8 o’clock, 
Conducted by the Rev. H. C, Farrar. 


| Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 


evening in the Y. M, C, A. Parlor, 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m.,in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 

Hudson, N. Y., Union Me:ting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
4p. m.,in Y, M. C, A. Rooms. 3 
Binghamton, N. Y., Union Meeting for the study of the Sunday- 
school lesson every Saturday noon, from 12 to 1 p.m.,in the 
rooms of the Y. M. C, A. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
p. M., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 


Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 

evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 

noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., in 

the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’-Meeting every Satur- 

day, at 4 p.m, in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School 

Union, 53 Lexington Street. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 

day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 

3p. u., inthe Y. M. C, A. Hail. 

Cleveland, O0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 

12 to 12.45 p.m, inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson [Study meets in the Y. M.C. A. 

Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 Pp. m. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 

5 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 

at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 

evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 

Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

Chicago; Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 

in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 4. m. in 

Farwell Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 

Meeting every Saturday, at 2 Pp. m., in Bible Work Room, Y. M.C. A. 

Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 

of every month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 

ing. fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. 

West Side Teachers’-Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, 

at Union Park Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Read- 

ing Room, at 150 Madison Street. 

Springfield, Il, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 

noon, in the Y. M. C, A. Hail. 

Alton, Ill, Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 

evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Peoria, I!l., Normal Class meets weekly. Conducted by Miss Mary 

G. Burdett, \ 

Carbondale, Il]., Union Normal Class for study of Chau’ auqua lessons 

every Monday evening. Conducted by C. W. Jerome. 

Rockford, I!]., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Monday at 

7.30 p.m., in the Y. M, C.A, Rooms, 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Burlington, Iowa, Union Normal class the first and third Wednesday 
evenings of each month. 

Minneapolis, Union meeting for Bible Study every Saturday, from 
11 to 12 a. um, in Association Hall. Conducted by C, A. J. Marsh, 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study'every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street, conducted by J. H. 
Brookes, L.D. English &S. Teachers’ Association meets tor Insti- 
tute work the first Tuesday ever.ing of each month, at the Rooms of 
the Y.M.C.A. German 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets third 
Monday evening of each month, at the Y. M C. A. Rooms. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 

Augusta, Ga.. Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every 
Saturday” at 8.45 a. m., in Y. M. C. A, Rocms. 





WORKERS IN CUCUNCIL. 

—At Stamford, Conn., the teachers of the Congregational, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist Sunday-schools 
have organized ‘The Stamford Sunday School Teachers’ 
Union Buble Class,” to meet every Saturday evening for 
the study of the Sunday-school lesson for the ensuing 
Sabbath. 

—One of the means adopted at Plymouth Church, 
Brooklyn, for calling in the stray teachers, is to have a 
Teachers’ Tea in the church parlors. The superintendent 





| servants to follow your example.— Robinson. 
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gives to eachof ten or a dozen teachers a verse of the | 
lesson, and expects that a card with notes and questions | 
on that one verse will be sent him. These cards often | 
suggest fresh ideas, and keep up an interest among the | 


teachers. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


tion at Cresco, excited great interest. Lyric Hall was 
crowded by an audienceof nearly a thousand, while two 
hundred more were unable to gain admission. 

—For the benefit of the Publication Department of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, a grand concert will 
be given in the Academy of Music, Philadelphia, January 
21, under the auspices of the Christian Recorder Associa- 
tion. 

—Piymouth Chimes is a new eight-page paper devoted 
to the Sunday-school interests and mission work of Ply- 
mouth Church, Brooklyn. The largest attendance reported 
at the church school during 1877 was 953; at the May- 
flower Mission, 588. 

—India now calls for a Sunday-school paper to be issued 
semi-weekly or The Indian Sunday School 
Journal, a monthly magazine, compliments the Sunday- 
school periodicals of America by culling every one of its 
selected articles from them. 


oftener. 


—Another Sunday-school convention was recently held 
at Allahabad, India. Missionaries, pastors, superintend- 
ents, and teachers, were invited. The delegates were 
entertained by the members of their respective denomina- 
tions. A free table was provided near the chapel by the 
three congregations,—Presbyterian, Baptist, and Metho- 
dist. ’ 


—A missionary of the American Su day School Union 
writes that at a meeting of an ecclesiastical body in one of 
the Southern states he met the superintendent of one of 
the schools formed by him which has grown into a 
church of fifty members. The church had sent this man 
and one of his teachers as their representatives, and they 
were among the most active and useful members of the 
body ; and being enthusiastic Sunday-school men they did 
much to interest the other members in Sunday-school 
work. At another and similar meeting, where a number 
of churches were represented, the missionary could hear 
of but two churches in the body having Sunday-schools, 
and was able to make arrangements to visit several of 
them to start schools. 


—At the Fourth Reunion of the North Haven, Conn., 
Congregational Sunday School, on New Year’s Eve, an 
interesting and timely exercise was: 


THE CLOCK OF LIFE, 


“So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom.” 


The border land. 
1st quarter—Childhood—to 3 o'clock. Childhood's prayer. 
Lead on. 


The voyage of life. 
2d quarter—Youth—to 6 oto. { Putin away. 
Work, 
The flight of years. 
3d quarter—Maturity—to 9 lock} Remembere 
Thine. 


Carrying home the sheaves 
Gathering in. 
The voices at the throne. 


The school numbers three hundred and thirty-nine 
teachers and scholars. A good record was shown in the 
number of teachers’-meetings, fifty-two having been held 
during the year. 


4th quarter—Old age—to 12 o’clock 


—At the Sunday-school of the Congregational Church 
in. Jersey City, of which the Rev. A. P. Foster, a member 
of “The Monday Club,” is pastor, the superintendent 
reviews each lesson briefly, generally by question and 
answer, and with the map if possible. Then the pastor 
puts on the blackboard what he considers the central 
truth of the lesson, and illustrates it by reference to inci- 
dents in the lesson, closing with a short story, such as will 
arrest the attention of children and fix the truth in their 
memories. This occupies about five minutes, never over 
ten minutes. At the close of the school the pastor holds 
an inquiry meeting, at which he generally has some half a 
dozen children and youth. The central truths jor the last 
quarter were such as these: 

Lesson 1. Devotion to duty. 

4. God’s care of the Christian. 
7. Only almost saved is last. 
8. Trust God in danger. 
9. God saves by human means. 
10. Blessings of doing good. 
12. After the conflict, the crown. 


“ At the quarterly review it was found the school knew 


these central truths perfectly.” 


town, Pa. 
| 
| 
| 


—The Howard County (Iowa) Sunday School Conven- | 


Y. M. C. A. 


—A Young Men’s Christian Association has just been 
organized under most favorable circumstances at Doyles- 


—The Young Men’s Christian Associations of Michigan 
appointed a state executive committee at their convention 
in November, who have just elected a state secretary, and 
| propose to thoroughly organize their state work. 

—The quarterly convention of Young Men's Christian 
| Associations of the section is to be held at Chester, Pa., 
in January, Three or more delegates are invited from 
each Association, and the clergy are specially urged to be 
present, 

—Union meetings held at the Falls of Schuylkill, Phila- 
delphia, resulted in a considerable number of conversions. 
The community is said to be specially favorable for, and 
in need of, the work of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, 


—A general revival is in progress at Williamsport, 
Pa., where some sixty have been hopefully converted, 
and the interest seems to be deepening. The Christian 
young men have been greatly quickened, and are being 
abundantly used in personal work. 


—The Young Men’s Christian Association of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., continues this winter its practice of providing a course 
of Sunday afternoon lectures in its rooms. The new 
course is “ Lectures on the Bible.” Five of these have 
been already delivered. The remainder of the course is as 
follows : 

Jan. 13. “ Bible history,” by S. J. Wilson, DD. Jan. 20 
“ Bible iands,” by C. E. Felton, D.D. Jan, 27. ‘Common popu- 
lar objections to the Bible,” by the Rev. T. N. Boyle. Feb. 3. 
“Truth of the Bible as proven by Christian experience,” by R, B. 
Ewing, D.D. Feb. 10. “ How to use the Concordance with the 
Bible,” by the Rev. J. S. MacConnell. Feb. 17. ‘The use and 
abuse of commentaries and helps,” by J.J. Murray, D.D. Feb. 
24. Meeting for “ Experience on the text,” by H. K. Porter. 


—The Saturday noon meeting for Sunday-school teachers 
at Pittsburgh, Pa., held in the Young Men’s Christian 
Association rooms, has an average attendance of over two 
hundred, representing over fifty schools and ten denomi- 
nations. The Rev. H. J. Reid, D.D., of the First United 
Presbyterian Church, the present leader, has been unani- 
mously requested to continue as such during the first 
quarter of 1878. 


EVANGELISM. 


—lIn a recent sermon on the “ Fruits of the revival,” in 
Boston, the Rev. A. J. Gordon, after speaking of the indif- 
ference and dislike felt to the positive doctrines of grace 
by great multitudes of people, said: 


But there has been a change in this respect in public sentiment. 
I am as sure of it as I am of the most tangible fact which you can 
mention. Men by scores and hundreds are ready to be told that 
they have souls to be lost or saved, who a little while ago denied 
it. To many who before were semi-skeptics, such words as sin 
and salvation by grace, and justification by faith, have a meaning 
which they have not had before. I am sure I cannot be mistaken 
in saying this. I am profoundly struck with the fact every day 
in meeting men. There has been a revival of evangelical doc- 
trine, and I beseech you to make it the theme of thanksgiving 
and praise to-day. 

If you ask how this has come about, I shall be borne out by all 
of you in attributing it largely to the clear and ringing proclama- 
tion of the old gospel truths by Mr. Moody and his associates. I 
believe the Lord bas scores of ministers who have been preaching 
the same gospel for years, but in the providence of God a wider 
hearing has been accorded to him than to any of us; and know- 
ing the character of his preaching, we pray God that that hearing 
may be yet wider and wider. 
his great service, under God, in stamping back the old truths into 
the fading convictions of the people. 

But there has been a secondary agency effecting this result—an 


And so we recognize with gratitude 


agency that will continue to act long after the evangelists are 
gone and the Tabernacle has been torn down,—I mean the quick- 
ened religious life of the people. The preaching has begotten life, 
and life has reproduced doctrine. The times of refreshing have 
come tous, and the streams of grace, rising and sweeping Oh, 
have washed out the old channels of doctrine, which had been 


filled with the débris of doubt and unbelief; and if, by the grace 


To do the Lord’s will is first of all to believe on 


eternal life.” 
his Son; to believe on his Son is to have eternal life. To have 
eternal life is to have a divine eye opened within the soul, and a 
divine instinct kindled in the heart for seeing and loving what 
before was meaningless and incredible and repulsive. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—@—— 
THE JANUARY MAGAZINES. 


The Galaxy unexpectedly makes its last appearance with 

the present issue, the sale of the maguzine having been effected 

after the number was put forth. We are accordingly spared 

the usual vindication of its course and commendation of its 

successor. The Atlantic Monthly succeeds to its rights and 

subscription lists, this being, we believe, the first time the 

Boston magazine has made any such purchase, though Scrib- 

ner’s has bought three or four monthlies, and St. Nicholas as 

many more. Of course there will be no change in the 

Atlantic’s character. The Galaxy, on the whole, has been 

a good and readable monthly, though hardly maintaining, of 
late, the excellence of the days when it was a brilliant and 

sketchy fortnightly, bound in dull brown and illegible gold 

Its special merit has been its constant attention to novel or 
current topics, and its approximation to the freshness of the 
newspaper. It has also done good service in “ developing 
young talent,” though of late it has been open to the reproach 
of bging a mere personal organ for half a dozen writers. The 
lazy reviewer has almost been able to keep a notice of it in 
type; for this month, as usual, we have the “ brilliant sketch 
of London life,” the “ interesting discussion of certain laws 
of language,” etc. The Atlantic begins with what seems 
to be a final article on South Carolina politics, by the writer 
whose personality has been successfully concealed in pre- 
vious articles of the same sort. Nothing more admirable 
has distinguished our recent magazine literature ; and these 
thoroughly impartial and evidently accurate papers ought 
not to be overlooked by any voter, from the ward politician 
up to President Hayes. Of the other articles the poems 
are the most noteworthy, Longfellow, Whittier, and 
Holmes appearing to advantage, though Dr. Holmes’s 
theological ideas are not free from his usual misconception of 
what the Christian faith really is. The New York corres- 
pondence is hardly worth the dignity of appearance in a 
monthly magazine Scribner’s Monthly is a good average 
number, though we find in it no article of special importance 

Astory by Saxe Holm is excellent, and a paper by Mr. B. C 

Magie, on the growth of American cities, is of much value. 
We look for still more surprising statistics in the census of 
1880; for the regular system of growth that prevailed up to 
1850 was jarred in 1860 and overthrown in 1870. Mr. E.C. 
Stedman’s poem of “ The Last Token” accompanies an engrav- 
ing of Guido Max’s fine picture bearing the same title 

Neither poem nor engraving are worthy of the original. For 
that matter, we never saw any great heroism in a 
lover's throwing a rose to a young woman whom lions are 
about to devour in the arena. A real Christian hero would 
have made the same religious profession,and met the same fate. 
An admirabie paper on the Brooklyn bridge opens the 
January number of Appletons’ Journal. It has never been 
so well described before, and we can vouch for the accuracy 
with which a visitor’s trip to the towers is described. The 
bridge authorities are very strict now in giving permits for 
inspection, and the reading of this article is certainly a safer 
and easier proceeding than a walk up the slender temporary 
walk. Harper's Magazine is presenting a series of read- 
able and in the main trustworthy pictures of lifein New 
York; and Broadway sights form the subject this month 

But Mrs. Fremont’s admirable sketch of travel in the West is 
once more the gem of the number. Her series, we are sorry 
to say, is completed; but it is to be hoped that her portfolio 
is not yet empty. A paper on some out-of-the-way parts 
of Austria, by Edward King, is the chief article in Lippin- 
cott’s. Mr. Kingis one of the most faithful and trustworthy 
of magazinists, and is surprisingly facile in so adapting him- 
self to new ecenes and lands as to present an accurate pic- 
ture thereof. The Popular Science Monthly and The 
Eclectic do not call for special mention, The latter has o 
good portrait of Joseph Cook, which of course misses the 
peculiar fire of his eye——-Sunday Afternoon is a “new 





























of God, the current shall still move on unabated, these channels 
will be cut deeper and deeper, till the outlines of truth will be as 
distinctly visible in the public conviction as the rivers are upon a 
landscape. 

In saying that a revived spiritual life in the hearts of the 
people has the tendency to reproduce clear doctrinal convictions 
in the public mind, I am saying what I believe to be warranted 


What did our Lord 
mean when he said: “If any man will do his will he shail know 


by Scripture as well as established by fact. 
of the doctrine”? He did not assert a mere arbitrary rule. He 
did not announce a mere natural fact. It is true in everything. 
Obedience is the door to knowledge; doing is the path to know- 
ing. But read another saying of Christ about the will of God, 
and let it throw its light upon this: “ And this is the will of God, 





that every one that seeth the Son and believeth on him should have | not err, now-a-days, in presenting in each issue such a great 


venture,” as the critics say, coming from Springfield, Masr., 
but having no place of publication on the cover. It is 
edited by Washington Gladden, and has a look of solidity 
that promises long life. It is a very sensible first number, 
being strong both in names and in merit. With an original 
and apt title, a character of its own, and an excellent list of 
promised contributions, it will successfully occupy the middle 
ground between the popular magazine and the didactic 
religious review. Of course it will be non-sectarian, but with 
liberal evangelical sympathies, we suppose.——St. Nicholas 
and Wide Awake have come to take separate fields of ther 
own ; and each, in its own way, is a praiseworthy juvenile 
magazine. We have wondered, however, whether both do 
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number of very short and necessarily scrappy articles. Chil- 
dren's attention is fitful, but it surely can be held more than 
ten minutes at a time. 


Theological Essays. By W.G. T Shedd, D.D. New York : 
Seribner, Armstrong, & Co.—The religious public will 
not withhold a cordial welcome from any contribution 
which so learned and useful a writer as Dr. Shedd may 
see proper to make to our American theology. As the 
author of the best ‘‘ History of Christian Doctrine” in Anglo- 
Saxon theology, he has won for himself a place and a name 
which might well satisfy the aspirations of any writer. 
He isa teacher of teachers, and, while his readers belong 
to a comparatively narrow but very elevated sphere, his 
influence has already pervaded all our religious 





circles, 
The present volume belongs to the leas elaborate class 
of Dr. Shedd's writings. 
ever, but consists of 


It does not claim any unity what- 
seven essays and addresses which 
appeared, for the most part, twenty years ago, but have 
undergone such final touches as later literature and thonght 
may have suggested to the author's critical taste and skill 
The chief papers are: The Nature and Influence of the 
Historic Spirit; The Method and Influence of Theological 
Studies; Evolution applied to History ; and Clerical Educa- 
tion These topics will at once suggest the principal 
fields which have attracted the authors attention during 
a very successful career as theological professor in both 
the Andover and the Union Theological Seminaries. We 
know of no American, not even the late Professor Henry 
B. Smith excepted, who has more accurately conceived® or 
more fitly described the true philosophy of history, and at 
the same time more thoroughly exposed the disintegrating and 
destructive character of the negative historical criticism of the 
Tiibingen school. The young men who are to do battle for 
the truth in the American church of the future need just 
such truths as Dr. Shedd here gives in the specially historical 
papers of this volume. The address on clerical education 
is at once calm and exhaustive Its reading would give 
every young preacher invaluable help on reaching a higher 
view of the majesty of his calling, and the beat methods of 
attaining success in the midst of 1ts high duties and great 
sacrifices. (S8vo, pp. 383. Price, $2.50 ) 


New American Arithmetic: Parts I., I], III. Philadel- 

phia : J. H. Butler & Co.—This new series is based upon the 
assumption that practice should precede theory, and that a 
clear apprehension of the method gives rise to an easy 
statement of the theory. Therefore the author sets out to 
show how a thing is done, not why; and this he does by a set 
of examples chosen from daily life and from practical 
business circles,—the few chief definitions and rules being just 
sufficient to explain the modus operandi with a clearness and 
simplicity that are certainly admirable. He believes that it 
has been too much the fashion to attempt the development of 
the reasoning powers in young children, and that nature 
dictates a different course—the cultivation of the perceptive 
faculties. We should think that the piles of inane “treatises” 
which lie in tattered profusion about our second-hand book- 
stalls, coupled with the fact that so many children and young 
men can really not work arithmetic at all, are a strong 
justification of the assumption. Arithmetic is a science that 
is nothing unless it is in the fingers: our children set about 
working a sum with the deliberation of a philosophizer 
broaching a pet theory. The exercises in these books are 
both oral and written. and they are judiciously graded. In 
typography, paper, and press-work, the work is excellent 


A new edition for 1878 of The Superintendent's Pocket- Book 
and Diary is sent out by The Adams, Blackmer, and Lyon 
Publishing Company, of Chicago, for $1.00. They also issue 
The Sunday School Teacher's Pocket-Book and Diary, includ 
ing class-register, almanac etc. (75 cents.) J J. Bender, 
of Pittsburgh, publishes Zhe S audard Ciass- Book for Sunday 
School T:achers’ Minutes, containing printed constitutions for 
Sunday-schools, class regi-ters, maps of Palestine and Bible 
lands, etc. (Paper. $100 per dez. Cloth, $1.20.) The 
Standard Sunday S:hool Record. containing fourteen printed 
blank departments, ($100,) comes from the same pub- 
lisher. Under the auspices of the Kalamasoo (Michigan) 
County Sunday School Association, The Sunday School 
Teachers’ Complete Class Book is published by Roberts & 
Hillhouse, of that city (Cloth, $150 per dozen) Young's 
Sunday School Minute Boot, or, The Secretary's Report, is 
“designed for use in schools of twenty classes or less.” 
It is published at Baden, Penn, by John H. Young, and 
sold by Perkinpine & Higgins, Philadelphia. 


The Chorus-Choir Instruction Book By A N Johnson. 
Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co.—Chorus means choir and choir 
means chorus. Chorus-choir is therefore a tautology, and a 
remarkably appropriate title for Mr. Johnson's book. For 
Mr Johnson, so far as our knowledge extends, is one of the 
most tediously tautological persons using the English tongue. 
He takes more words to ray a plain thing, and when he has 


said it says it over again more times without apparent 
reason, than almost any other writer. But we have no 
doubt that he is a successful teacher. Reiteration is an 
important part of the art of teaching. And yet it is a bore 
in Mr. Johnson's way of doingit. Notwithstanding thisand 
some other drawbacks, he has made a book well calculated 
to be useful. His directions for training a choir, though 
prolix, notional, and not free from blunders, are really the 
only available thing of the kindin the market; and the 
selection of music is good for its purpose. 

The Lesson in Story. Pansy’s Lesson Book for Girls 
and Boys. Part L., first and second quarters, 1878. Bos- 
ton: D. Lothrop & Co.—Those acquainted with Pansy’s 
lesson work will welcome this excellent lesson help for the 
primary classes. The arrangement is very good, and the 


The 


little folks will be forced to use their Bibles for the refer- 


evident result of abundant and discriminating labor. 


ences, and aiso for the reason that the lesson text is not 
given, being replaced by a paraphrase, the best kind of com- 
mentary. 
younger children, and the review apparatus is happily con- 
structed. 
“ Things to think of,’ “ Examples,” “ Directions,” “Ques- 
tions for me,” ete. The personal questions are well put, so 
as to let in Bible light upon the special temptations and 
needs of child life. Ingenious outlines are provided for 
the quarterly reviews. 


Song Sermons for General Uses and Special Services. 
New York: Nelson & Phillips —The idea of this book is 
not a bad one,—to prepare a series of programmes, consist- 
ing of Bible-readings (some of them responsive), songs for 
solo or choir, and bymns for the congregation, each pro- 
gramme having a certain unity of subject and sentiment, 
and tending to a distinct religious impression. Well 
arranged and well carried out, such services have no small 
value. In point of execution, the book leaves much to 
be desired. The successive Song Sermons have not suffi- 
cient distinctness of plan, with clearly marked beginning, 
middle, end. But we hope that this book, with all its 
defects, will have saccess enough to encourage the well- 
known and valued author to other and more carefal efforts 
in the same direction. 

Dora's Housekeeping. By the author of “Six Little 
Cooks.” Chicago: Janeen, McClurg, & Co.—The preceding 
volume by the same author was a pleasant combination of 
story and suggestion, and it met with a merited success, This 
little book 1s similarly useful. It contains many plain and 
sensible recipes for e-ery department of cooking, and also 
practical directions for the management of a house. The 
arrangement is somewhat irregular, and an experienced 
housekeeper might not consider the narrative written in the 
best style for a conkery book, but to the beginner the story of 
Dora’s trials and triumphs in housekeeping will prove an 
agreeable variation in the study of housewifery. But rather 
too many of the recipes are copied verbatim from Marian 
Harland’s excellent book, *‘ Common Sense in the Household.” 
(Small 4to, pp 275. $1 25) 

Good Old Times; or, Grandfather’s Struggles for a Home- 
stead. By the Rev. Eljah Kellogg. Boston: Lee & 
Shepard.—The story professes to describ real characters, 
and often to quote their very language. The narration surely 
bears the stamp of reality. A stirring, well-told narra- 
tive of incidents of pioneer life in Maine, where heroic 
Christian settlers fought for their lives and snatenance and 
homes, generally with pluck and bullets, but with Christian 
retaliation of good for evil whenever opportunity offered, 
brave without ferocity, pious without bigotry,is well worth 
reading by the boys, and entertaining for all. The more of 
such incidents that are treasured up from the life of our 
early settlers the better. (16mo, pp. 280. Cloth, $1 00 
Paper, 50 cents. J. B. Lippincott & Co) 


The Chautauqua Hand-book of Sabbath School Normal 
Work. By J. H. Vincent, D.D. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips.—This little pamphlet is a pleasant reminder ot past 
work and future plans at Chautauqua. The well-known 
Leaves have also been gathered in five pamphlets, designed 
to be guides rather than text-books. They are as follows 
Guide to the Preparatory Lessons of the Chautauqua Con 
vention (25 cents); 


Guide to the Junior 


used in 1878, at Chautauqua (30 cents); Guide to the Senior 


u 


Lessons, to be 


serving on committees of instruction in normal classes (35 
cents); and Guide to the Seminary Lessons, for students in 
institutions of learning (40 cents). 





phia Presbyteri#n Board of Publication.—There is a public 


which needs this book, and for which it is prepared. Inas- 


The blackboards are suitably designed for the | r 


The scholar will also find “ Things to notice,” | 


much as the mischievons doctrines which it combats have been 
largely made current by a person bearing the name of Board- 
man. it was fitting that the well-known Presbyterian divine of 
that name shonldrefutetbem This he has so thoroughly done, 
that the new and pernicions ilea of instantaneous and entire 
sanctification will have little hold on him who is willing to 
see in these p*ges how untrue they are both to Scripture and 
to the great struggles of the Christian life. We hope there 
are not many who are carried away with the fanci«s of this 
so-called ‘ Higher Life;’ but, many or few, we commend them 
to the candid and searching pages of this little book 


The Tower of Fercemont By George Sand. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co.—This is the fourth volume in the Collec- 
tion of Foreign Authors, which, so far, has embraced nothing 
very remarkable. The admirer of George Sand’s writings will 
find in this story much of her nervous force without her usual 


coarseness ; there is really very little pomp or affectation in the 


characters, for a French novel; and there are nota few charm 
ing pictures of rural life and scenery interwoven with the 
rapid narrative Thecharacter of Jacques is admirably drawn 
| The other personages are purely French. Altogether, the 


book might be termed an interesting family drama, rather 
5 J 

than a finished work of art pp. 227. 50 

cents.) 


(16mo, paper, 


The Home Garden Compiled by Mrs. M. W. Lawrence. 
New York: American Tract Society. We have lat-ly seen 
no collection of verse about children, which contains more 
that is really poetry, than this volume. It is evident that the 
compiler’s work has been loving lyas well as judiciously done. 
Under the three heads of Fresh Flowers, Fading Flowers, 
and Transplanted Flowers, are many old favorites, and some 
pieces which will grow into favor. The little volume is espe- 
cially an appropriate gift-book to mothers who are mourn- 
ing the loss of children. (16mo, pp. 256. Cloth, 1.00.) 

Josiah Allen's Wifeasa P A. and P. I; Samantha at the 
Centennial. By the author of ‘‘My Opinions and Betsey 
Bobbet’s.”” Newark, N. J.: F.C. Bliss & Co—Those who 
have read Betsey Bobbet need very little information about 
this book, unless, perhaps, that the tone and humor are the 
same. Others may be glad to know that it is one of the 
many followers in the path of the original Widow Bedott; 
that the satire is keen, the benevolence overflowing, the adap- 
tation to the times happy, and the humor and wit not disagree- 
able. (12mo, pp. 580. Cloth, $2 50.) 





The Crown Prince and his Scapegoat. From the German of 
Gustave Nieritz. By E. M. G. Philadelphia: James A. 
Moore —This 18 the first number of a set of translations to 
be called the “Ivy Series.” It is a very pleasant -story, 
and well translated in idiomatic English, though it is 
thoroughly German in thought and conception. It is aleo full 
of good lessons, and makes a good book for the boys and girls. 
(i8mo, pp. 242. Cloth, $1.00.) 

What He Cost Her. New York: Har- 
per & Brothers.—Mr. Payn has written fairly good novels, 
but this is not one of them. 


By James Payn. 


The hero is a rascal of the first 
water, who marries two wives, is tried for bigamy, and gets 
free in consequence of the noble self-sacrifice of the first wife, 
This 
pleasing anecdote is elaborated in the literary style dear to 
Miss Braddon’s readers. 


who refuses, on the witness-stand, to swear to the truth 


The Assembly of the Northwest. Chicago: Fairbanks & (Co 
—This na phlet contains outline sketches of the s-rmons 
and talks at the Second Sunday School Assembly of the 
Northwest ‘eld at Clear Lake, lowa, from Avgvust 21 to 
S ptember 6, 1877. The Rev. J. B. Albrook, secretary o the 
institute, edits it; and he has gathered together a consider. - 
ble amount of serviceable material for reading or reference. 





Why dont Fido eat Candy? By Elizabeth Murray. 
New York: Toe Authors’ Publishing Company —This 
pleasant story is made up of various sketches, all 1nvulcating 
economy, thrift, home-virtue and honest industry as the basis 
of well-being and happiness. The frivolous title is taken 
from one of the minor incidents towards thee «i book. 
(Smali 4to, pp 118. 


i th 
Paper, 35 cents.) 


The Lesson C 





Lessons; Guide to the Teachers’ Union Lessons, for persons | 


The Higher Life. By Henry A. Boardman, D.D. Philadel- | 


mpend fr 1878. - By the Rev. Jesse Lyman 





| Hurlbut. New York: Nelson & Phillips—Nearly two hun- 
| dred authors, ancient a known and unknown, wise 
land otherwise, are 2 presented in this useful volume. The 
selections have been made with care and taste, and are well 


| woven together. 


| The Gospel Pvinting to the Person of Christ. By the Rev. 
| Andrew A New York: Robert Carter & Brothers 
Reprinted from the fifteenth thousand of the Scotch edition, 
and too well known to require a re-discussion of its merits. 
| (16mo, pp. 155. Cloth.) 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circula..on of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week. The regular edition this week is 
26,750 copies. In addition to this, a special ' 
edition of 3,250 copies has been printed, 
Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. 








THe Lazor or Love is commended by 
all who desire only a simple gospel sheet | 
circulated in their Sunday-schools. Ilius- 
trated superbly, and printed on tinted paper. | 
Edwin A. Wilson, publisher, Springfield, 
Ill. Specimen copy free. 


Farta LATIMER gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls /)ear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- | 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. | 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price | 
$1 25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 








SPECIAL NOTCES. 





CuurcuEs about building or refurnishing their 
Sunday-school rooms, would do well to write to C. F 
Hill, Hazleton, Pa., for information and description o 
best library case in the United States. 





Saratoga Spaincs.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has nosuperior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treaiment of 
nervous, lusg, female, and other diseases. Learn 
more of them by sending for a circular. 


Two CHrRoMos FrREE.—A pair of beautiful 6x 8 
Chromos, worthy to adorn any home, and a Three 
Months’ Subscription to LEISURE Howurs, a handsome 
16-page literary paper, filled with the Choicest Stories, 
Sketches, Poetry, etc., sent free to all sending firteen 
cents (stamps taken) to pay postage. The publishers, 
J. L. Patten & Co., 162 William Street, New York, 
Guarantee every one Double Value of money sent. 
$1500 in prizes, and big pay, given to agents. Send at 
once! 





THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS. 
By Wm. H. Adams, pastor of the Circular Church 
Charleston, S.C. Imo. $l. Meditations on the Last 
sayings of Christ; abounding in “beautiful fancies, 
weet sentimeuts and pathetic touches,” 
BOSTON. b. LOLHROP & LO., PUBLISH 


ERS. 








Business, Pleasure, Men, Suys. 
CAX VOR’ ss 

Self a > only $14. 
COLUMBIAN PRESSES, Seif 
Inking from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $50 Press, Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 












Coughs and Colds. 

“Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” will allay ir- 
ritation which induce: 
eoughing, and gives im- 
mediate relief in Ibron- 
ehitis, Catarrh, Infiu- 
enza, Hloarseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The [3ren- 
cehial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 
rnown and used nearly all over the world. 


PIANO-ETTES. 









The (FEE OVER 
LATEST >: 3000 soid 
Novelty, during 


Price, complete, Christmas 







This is an entirely new article of Swiss inventi« 
designed to take the place of a Piano where one c 
be afforded, or to give 
before purchasing « 
tongue are of } 
will never get out of order. The 
covered, imitation of inlaid mosaic. 
handsome ornament for any room. I 
readily be played upon it in jess time than 
learn the scale on a piano. It 
instructive, and a great help to a musica 
T he music produced is soft, melodious, and very 
ing. A more appropriate present cannot be made one, 
and nothing will serve better to enliven the long win 
ter evenings. Parents, if your child has any musical 
taste and you cannot afford a Piano, buy him or her a 
Piano-ette. You will not regret it. Sent by express 
on receipt of price. ?Address C. H. SPAULDING & CO., 
Importers,93 Water Street, Boston, Mass. 

A complete instruction book, with twenty beautiful 
melodies set to music, sent to purchasers for 25 cents. 


iunnot 
of Piano playing 
. The keys 










IS at ¢ 





R the Presbyterian at Work and Leaves, se 4 t 
xi D. RNIVERR, Albany, N.Y. ets 
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ELEGANT CARD», no owe alike, with name 


| classes) using it. 


Better Than Ever ! 





_> 


The Scholars’ Quarterly, iseued every three months from the office of Th® 
Sunday School Times. has been greatly improved. Each number during the year will con- 


tain a handsome colored map, and a choice “ 


_ 


Order of Services,’ in addition to its other 





attractive features, which have heretofore made it so popular. Although the circulation of 


the Quarterly for the last quarter of 1877 was 


wiil cause it to be much more widely used during 1878 


A superintendent in Vermont writes: “ One 


Classes began 1877 with it, and during the ye 


ten classes use it. and I expect to commence 


the Scriptures. 


It has certainly been the means, among us, of greater interest in lessons by 


The maps, notes, pronunciation of difficult names, and questions on home 


117,000 copies, the improvements made in it 


| 


class in our Sabbath school was induced to 


| use the Scholars’ Quarterly during 1876, beside a few individuals in other classes. Four | 


. . | 
ar it has steadily grown in favor until now | 





1878 with the entire school (save the infant 


| the scholars, more careful preparation by teachers, and a general interest in the study of 


readings, marginal references, and to promote farther study are valuable features. 


A single copy, one year (four quarters), costs 25 cents; 100 copies, one year, $25 


Sub- 


scriptions taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under ten copies, three months, 


seven cents each. To supply Your Class would cost:—Jor jive scholars, one year, 


$1.25; three months, 35 cents; for ten scholars, 
ordered by the year, they will be sent each q 


cents for a specimen. 


(f 
uarter in ample time for use. Send seven 


one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents 


| 
| 
| 








JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





From Advertisers. | 


From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New Fore Man 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.— wry 
15, 1877.] 
it is a pleasure to me to inform you that my ad- 

vertising in The Sunday School Times has been the 
most satisfactory of any I have ever done without 
exception. Before I had seen the issue containin 
my first advertisement, numerous letters satisfie 
me I had found a medium of the greatest value. 

I am glad to notice that you rigidly exclude adver- 

tisements which are intended to deceive by — 

that cannot possibly be made good, anc believe 
the value of your medium and the good-wil] of your 
patrons is largely due to this fact. 


(Prom Horace Waters & Suns, Deulero mw Puanwe, 
Organs, &c., 40 East 14th Street, New York.— Feb- | 
ruary 16, 1877.} 

We take pleasure in saying that as au auvertining 
medium, we consider The Sunday Schoo! Timer one 
of the best we use. 


{From 7. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprwwr uw binck 
ney’s Agency for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union 
Square, New York.| 
I have been so gratified with the returns from my 

advertisement in The Sunday Schoo) Times that | 

feel impelled to report the fact to you. [ think I 

may safely say I have received more answers from 

my advertisement in this paper than from any other 

I have employed. 


| Prom A. J. Weidener, Proprvetur, aurvny tne Conien- 
nial season, of the Franklin Hotei, Philndelphia.— 

July 31, 1876.} 

I believe The Sunday Schoo) Tumer w ve one of 
the best mediums for advertising many branches of 
business. I do say conscientiously that I have heard 
from my advertisement in your paper oftener than 
from any other payer in which I bave advertised 
this season. 


{From M. 1. Richardson, Publisher of tne Housekeepers 
Companion, 29 Filion Street. Brookiyn, N. Y.— 
January 19, 1877.] . 
{t is very gratifying during these umes to find 

now and then a paper that brings something like an 

adequate return for the money invested. I have 
heen ——— disappointed with the results of my 
advertisement in your columns. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line i4lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 25 cents. Special Notices: 
per line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter; per 
ine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
‘eat. on 8 msertions, 5 per cent, on 13 insertions, 
” per cent. on 26 insertions, 25 per ceat. on 52 inser- 
i Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
saturday of the week preceding their issue. 


JOHN BD. WATTLES, vublisher, 





on 





ns. 


610 Chesn Street. Phiadelphia 





CROW ELL’sS 
Sunday-Schooil Libraries 








No.1. 80 Vols. i8mo. 10 00 
No.2 165 Vois. 16mo. 12 50. 
No. 3. 15 Vols. l6mo 12 50. 





The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schoo!s about & 
increase their library wili do well to examine before 
completing their selection, Send for our compieve 
catalog « 

Tr. ¥. CHOWERLL. 744 BROADWAY, NEW VORK 





HROUGH THE EYE TO THE 


HEART § or, Eye Teaching in the Sun- | 
| day-Schoui fevis do edimon. with ilustrateens 
By Rev. W. F. Crafts. 12mo 50 cents. Cloth, 
| $1 00 
PEN LETTERS TO PRIMARY 


Q) TEACHERS. With Hints for Inter- 
mediate Class Teachers, with an Appendix con 
taining Specimen Lessons and Concert Exercises 
for Little Children. By Mrs. W. F. Crafts. 
12mo. Paper, 50 cents. 12mo. Cloth, $1 00. 
The popniarity of Mr and Mrs. Crafts’s books 
has ‘adened us to put them up in a cheap form 
We now offer them ata price that all may have 
them. 
Address NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, N. Y 


NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


EDUCATIONAL. 





G 





Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 

NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 
City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 
Mondays, % ednesdays, and Fridays. 
Cityof New York, Capt H.C. Lanphear, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NURTH RIVER, 

Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 p. m. 

Connecting with Express Trains at New London 


via New York and New England Rai'road for 
Blackstone and Koston and via Worcester f or 
Fichburg, Ayer Junction. Lowell, Lawrence, 


Nashua, Manchester, Concord, ete. 

Express Train for Boston leay:s New London 
até a. M. 

POR'TLAND EXPRE®?S leaves New London at 
a.m. for Worcester and all points North, arriving 
in Pi rtland, Me.,at115 Pp m.and Bangor at 7.00 P wm, 

Accommo:iation Train |-aves New London at 
5a.m., for all stations on New London Northern, 
Central Vermont. Norwich and 














Keeps cut Cold, Wind & T 
° Mouldings. 


>. Stops marriine. | 
ANY ONBOAY APPLY | 


i, and 
d, 














can Vassers 
WEATHER STRIP C 
2 17 Dey St., New York. 
NEW YEAR CARDS, with name, ®e. 25 Ex'ra 
Mixed, \0c. Geo. I, Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y. 





) 


Fo? ad paper, send to D. R. NIVER, Albany, 
| eA 


ee ee ee | 
.) ~ Cardinal, Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, | 
&-* with namein gold, 20e, Hull &Co.,Hudson, N Y¥ 
4 Flowered, Diamond, Watered, Repp, Damask. 
ete Cards, no two alike, vour name neatly 
printed on all, only 10e. STAR CO. Northford, Ct. 

9) & Snowflake, Floral, Carrier Dove, Oriental, Morn- 
Lo ing Glory, 





lOc, poatpaid =| B. HUSTED Nassan, N ¥ 


alike, with name, 1l0c. Hagle Card Co., Northiord, Ct. 





Eastlake, Scotch, ete., Cards, no two | 


New York and New England Railruads 
FREIGHT. The new and capacious freight and 
passenger (iron) steamer (lity of Lawrence will run 
in e@ nnection with steamer City of Kosten, and 
steamer City of Nerwich, in connection 
st amer City of New York, leaving daily, Sundays 
excepted. > 
4a@ Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 
rates. 
For further information inquire ot 
W. H. TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40. North 


vw 


N.Y 


River 


Ask your Bookseller or Stationer to show you the 


INDEXED DIARY, 


Handsomest and most convenient Diary in the world 





NDENTS OF 
ments will be 
I itiiul Diorama 
oO i ry. Oi Paintings—? v and Attractive, 
Call on or address CHARLES DREW, Room 5, No. 


725 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, 


poe the Sunday School World and Leaves, send to 

D. R. NIVER, Albany. N. Y¥ 

40 EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name, 
10 cts., post-paid. L. JONES & CO.. Nassau, N. Y 


| STORLES; 


| free. 


Worcester, and | ‘ : 
| Shirts, 60e.; Pat. Bust Healih Corsets, $1.25; Men’s 


with | 


side School 


guages, Painting, and Music 





Thorough Preparation for Business! 


Bl pRyaNnt & STRATTON 
BUSINESS OLLECE 


And Telegraphic Institute, 
108 S. Tenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Increased facilities. Telegraphic Dept. in charge 
of the Manager and Electrican of the 
Allanticand Pacific Telegraph Co, For 

RB full particulars, call or send for free 

OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 

4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 










illustrated circular, J. E. Souue, Pres. 








Best advantages for a thorough education, For 
circulars, addre 


88. 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





yew yee ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 


and Commercial College. Founded 1802, ASea- 
for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 


REV F. D, BLAKESLEK, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 





INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE, 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 


OLDEN HILL SEMINARY, 


For Young Ladies, 
Address the principal, 
MISS EMILY NELSON. 


Sridgeport, Conn, 








JUST PUBLISHED, 
THE 


Sunshine of Song, 


A bright and sunny collection of New Songs, Ballads 
and Songs with Choruses, and with Piano or Reed 
Organ ace’t. A book quite American in character, 
with our own popular composers, and the class of songs 
that are the greatest favorites, 

Uniform in style, binding and price with the “ World 
of Song,” “Gems of English Song,” and others of the 
* Library” series, and costs in Boards, $2.50; Cloth, 
$3.00 Fine Gilt, $4.00, 





THE 


Cluster of Gems. 


This is a valnable collection of pieces of a somewhat 
advanced character as to difficulty, and is suited to the 
tastes of advanced piayers. There are 239 pages Sheet 
Music size, and the pieces, which average about 5 pages 
each, are by Leybach, Spindler, Von Bulow, Lichner, 
Rubenstein, Ascher, Oesten, and other celebrities. Uni- 
form in style, price, and binding with the “Sunshine” 

, ye, and with the 27 other books of the 
famous ” series, 

In Boards, $2.50 ; Cloth, $8.00; Fine Gilt, $4.00. 

For sale at all the principal music stores, Will also 
be mailed, post free, to any address, for the retail price, 
Change may be sent in postage stamps. 


OLIVER DITSON & Cu., Boston. 


C. A. DITSON @ CO. J.B. DITSON & CO, 
848 Broadway 922 Chestnut treet, 
New York Philadel pnia 


The YoungLadies’ 


JOURNAL. 


Now ready, the CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR’S 
GRAND DOUBLE Number of THE YOUNG LADIES’ 
JOURNAL, containing the NEW EXTRA enlarged 
COLORED Fashion Plate of 18 figures of the LATEST 
FASHIONS for this season from Paris; an EX‘TRA 
COLORED Supplement of Patterns for working Indian 
Embroidery; an enlarged GIGANTIC Supplement, 
4 feet by « feet, comprising all the LATEST WINTER 
FASHIONS from PARIS, designs for Embroidery and 
fancy Needie Work; several complete CHRISTMAS 

9 pieces of original MUSIC; a four-page 
Wisc of CHRISTMAS and NEW YEA R'S 
AMUSEMENTS, beside over 120 paces of illustrated 
STORIES, Tales, and Sketches by FAVORITE AU- 
THORS, and 100 NEW DESIGNS for Embroidery, 
Lace Work, ete., the whole forming the most AT- 
TRACTIVE CHRISTMAS DOUBLE NUMBER ever 
published of this favorite Magazine for the home circle, 
Priceofthe DOUBLE NUMBER, sent ( postage free), 70 
cents; yearly subscription, including the extra number, 
$4.50. Sold by all newsdealers, The Wilmer & Rogers 
News Company, 41 Beekman Street, New York, 
General Agents for The Young Ladies’ Journal, Sub- 
scriptions received for all foreign publications. 
















REDUCTION IN PRICES OF 
ORGANS AND PIANOS. 
Organs—2 stops, $43: 6 stops, $60; 9 stops, $65; 
Pisnos—7 octaves, $175; 714 octaves, $190, Ali! in- 
strum nits mew, and warrant:d for five 
years. Sent on 5 to 15 dayo’ test trial. Unprecedented 
offer. Lilustrated catalogue and full particulars 

Address 
CORNISH & CO., Washington, N. J. 


UR MUFF AND B@A for Miss, $1.00; Men's 
Fancy Sieeve Buttons, 25c.;: Ladies’ Merino 


Cashmere Mufflers, 50e.,74e..$1.00 Helen's Babies 
Box ot M niature Paperand Envelopes, 5c. ; Ladies’ 
Fancy Cuffs and Collars (soiled:, 20e by mati, from 


J.D. CARLISLE, Pittsborgh, Pa 
PIANOS 
9, $65; 2, $46 and new, warranted 15. 


ORGAN: days’ test trial. Other bargains 24-pp. 
Illustrated Newspaper al) about ines war, 
ree. DANIEL F. BBATTY, Washington, N. J 


THE WORDLESS BOOK 


Retail price $750 only $235 ; 3650, $175. 
Organs, 16 stops, $120; 18, 906; 12, $84. 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single cor vr ), 1 iN copies 75c. 50, $3. 
HARKS ILL, 


424i) Buurtn Ave, ». YY. 


Anderson’s Saf ty Inkstand.—Don’t spill, 
spoil) ens, or soi!) fingers. Over 160,000 sold, Sent 
in exchange fr old books, or free on easy con#i- 
send post»l card to American Book Exchange, 


seckiman dt., N, 


hlons. 
551 


i 





OVK H-*EAR,—Ear Muffs, 25c.; Men’s lined 
Kid Gloves, 60c.; 1 Button White or Light col- 
ors, Kid Gloves, soiled, 30c. by mail, from 


J.D. CABLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « = + $2.15 each. 
“ 15t0 29 * eee 190 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 

(Which inclades 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rate at which the ciub, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as weeny neg 4 ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions, 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but al~o the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Any person writing to renew elthera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Tar Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is eae to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
fis price, only to subseribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 
In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
aid for Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times, a8 given on the 
ellow address label on ‘ius Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 





100 Copies, one month, - = 8 .60 
100 6 one year, - * = 7.20 
Less than 100 pies at rate. 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Coptes, three months, - - 6.25 


one year, a. = 25.00 
Less than 100,copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at hiladelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 
The Sunday School Times, one year, ~ 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, -— Is. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher. 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE! 


GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 














THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


Westar Que Book, 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE 
FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 
At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878. 
NOW READY. 


THE CONCERT EXERCISE 


FOR 1877-1878. 
PRICE PER 100 $3.00. 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup’t, 





WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, | 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 


Notice, Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W, James Arrwoop 


) Our New Forty-Page Mlustrated Wateh and 
>’ FORA Jewelry Catalogue we seud everybedy Freo 
GOLD eaten ay) caer 


PENCIL . 
CATOOTN PICK .CRONEGH & CO., @! Market St. Phila. Pa 





R The Sunday School Times, Scholars’ Cy 
terly and Weekly Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 
Albany, N. Y. 


PUBLICATIONS. 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Beard ef Publication. 


VISIONS OF HEAVEN, 


For the Life on Earth. 


' BY THE REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of 
| “PARADISE,” etc. 


Every one that has read “Paradise” will be wise 
| to purchase this, a companion book. 


| 16mo. PRICE, $1.50. 


The Book for the Holidays. 
Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 


Small quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented 





























Please address 
JOHN A. BLAOK, Business Superintenden:, 
1884 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


Nationa: Sunday Schoot 


TEACHER 


M. ©, Hazard, Editor. Best and most thorough 
Teacher's Help published. The Geugraphy, Biog- 
raphy, Mythology, ete., of the lessons, fally treated 
in separate departments. [ts lessons are most 
helpful and inopiring. Its editorial departments are 
exceedingly popalat Will be taken if examined, 
$1.60 per year—les» than 


A POSTAGE STAMP 


for each Sunday. In clubs of five or more,$1.25 each. 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
A new eight-page paper for the pupil, entirely 
devoted to the lesson, Can be given out each Sun- 
day. Twice the size of the ordinary lesson leaf 
Same price, Nearly the size of Quarterlies at about 
\% their price. Txnus:—Single copy, 9 cents per 
year ; 109 copies, $9 per year; 100 copies for one 
month, 75 cents. 


THE LITTLE FOLKS. 
A Beautifully [llustrated paper for Primary Classes 
for Four Sundays in each month, 
Teams :—Single copies, 30 cents per year. 
Specimen copy of each of the above FREE: 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. ©O., Chicago, 


MARK TWAIN'S 


PATENT 


SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


7 The only convenient 
Secrap-Book made, 
Each page is already 
gsummedtoreceive 
your scraps. 














Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each. 

Newspaper Clippings, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 

Pictoriai Sera , 8 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00, 

Prescription hen ny 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 

Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, lic. and 20c, 

Any of the above books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 


paid, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 
circular. 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Buars Boox Manvuracrunmna, 


1i9 and 123 William Street, New York. 


NEWEST AND BEST 
MUSIC BOOKS. 


T i“ AY TY 
NEW CENTURY. 
By H.8. PERKINS. 75 cts. per copy. $d per doz. 
, * the very best book for Conventions, Classes, 
Choirs, etc., contains a large variety of Glees, Quar- 
tets, Songs, Hymns, Tunes, Chants, Anthems, and 
vocal music of all kinds, and valuable lessons in 
voice culture. 


GETZE’S NEW METHOD 
For the Piano Forte, 


isa bright, fresh work, presenting the subject in 
the most attractive and delightful manner; among 








much other uvew matter is a very valuable treatise 
Ou Aecompanying, and a number of very beantrui 
songs Thousauds of copies sold, Price, $2.75. 


_ ” 
ARMOR BEARER, 
By Rev. F. P HAMMOND and W. W. BENTLEY, 
Is the best book for Praise, Prayer, Gospel, Camp, 
and other devotional meetings. Contains over two 
hundreu of the beat Hymns and Music by the most 
popular composers. 35 cts. per copy. $30 per hun- 


dred 
CHURCH WELCOME. 


The largest and best Collection of Hymn Tunes, 
Anthems, ete.. for aildenomisations. Also contains 
a fine cc liection of Glees, Part Songs, etc. Reduced 

rice, $14 per dozen, 400 pages, Is meeting with a 


© sale, 
| _ Published by WM, A. POND & CO., 547 Broadway 
Branch Store, 39 Union Square, N. Y. 


SUNBEAM BOOK 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED, 400 pp. PRICE, $1.50. | 


publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- | 


AGENTS WANTED. 


| 
To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
| chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 





for catalogne. R. Morris, Chicago, Il 








AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS, 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$2 cy 8. GOODSPEED & ©O., New York or Cin- 
cinnati, O. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly and Monthly. Larg- 
est he wd im the World, with Mammoth 
Chromos Free. Big Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. 0. ICKERY, 
| Augusta, Maine. 





= BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~9 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 





Has “‘ Wrote Another Book” and it is ready. 


7 T YATAT 
SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 
| Send fer Territorv. Cirenlars, etc., atonee, Address 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford Conn. 
Cineinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill.; Newark, N. J. 


| PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CoO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their mannfacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays, IlIns- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK 
250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Umbrellas <> and Canes. 


M. d A. HASSLER'S 
| Manufactory, 634 Arch Street, Phila., 
Three doors below Seventh. 

Immense assortment of Silk, Regina, Alpaca, Zanil- 
la, and Scotch Gingham Umbrellas, with Pearl, Ivory, 
Walrus, Amber, and Natural Handles. Silk Umbrellas, 
$2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $5.00, and upwards. Extra Twilled 
Silk Umbrellas, $6.00, $7.00, $8.00, $9.00, and upwards. 
Gold, Ivory, Silver, Horn, and Natural Wood Canes. 
UMBRELLAS REPAIRED AND COVERED. 


LUMBER 


j AT WHOLESALE. 


| Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

| WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building 

| and Ship TIMBER. Lumber forexport. Cargoes 

| Sue to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, Mould- 

| ings. ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 














ings 
Please send for estimates. 
| E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STRERT., New York. 


















DR. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


| With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
| ing pads. Unequaled for beauty, 
H . style, and comfort. Approved by all 
| me BX physicians. For sale by ing mer- 


iA chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
= In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
| img Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 


TE COSTS YOU NOTHING 


| To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
| trial, and pay freight both waysif returned. Up- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, X. J. 





ST 


BGCROLL 


Fancy Woops, 


DESIGNS, TOOLS &c&c. 


LARGE ASSORTMEN PNEW 57 PAGE \ATWSTEATED LST FREE 
GW.EBSTER PECK MantesAcenr. 
LO CHAMBERS StN.Y. 








PEN 


Send stamp for cir- 
culars. 


Pens repaired, 50c. 





os Naseeu et.. a. Y 








> (\ LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, l3c. 40 
» im eaae, l3c. 2 stylea - uaintance Carda, lOc, 
po 


Ag’ anttit, ine & ©O., Bristol, Conn. 





2 Fancy Cards, Snowflake, Damask, etc., no 2 alike 
©) with name, l0c. Nassau ‘Card Co., Nassau N, Y. 





| 


HAWKES GOLD QUILL | 


| much love be given, to the Mother? 








WORTH REPEATING. 


MY FLOWER. 


[L. S. Bevington in The London Examiner. ]} 





Oh! it waited all throngh the year to bloom, 
Waited, and weathered the wind, the gloom, 
Pent, and folded, and shaded. 


Oh! it blossomed at last for an honr, an hour, 
The beautiful, beautiful sun-kissed flower ! 
And at blaze of the noontide faded. 


Faded in the fervid air 

That had nursed its waking, and made it fair; 
Dead with the passion of Jiving. 

On! spent and lost, forever and ave! 

A year of work for an hour of play! 
A g ft withdrawn at the giving! 


and fell 


How shall I measure the good, the ill, 
The pain of waiting, the pain of fill, 
Long hopiog and short fruition? 
Shall I nip the buds lest they shed their flowers 
Inthe swift, sweet warmth of meridian hours? 
Shall I vall the shedding perdition ? 


No: bads must open, and flowers must blow, 
So kiss them passing, and let them go, 
With not too heavy a sorrow; 


Petals are frail, of the fairest flower, 
Yet the fruit at its broken heart hath power 
To yield new beauty to-morrow. 





ABOUT MOTHERS. 
[From The Sunday at Home. } 


As a grand Oak-tree, stands out the name 
of “ Father;” that of “ Mother,” as the 
graceful and pliant Beech. In the one there 
is strength; in both—but especially in the 
latter—sweetness, Whether we regard them 
from the aspect of reverence, or from that of 
love, they stand out among the dearest and 
most precious words in our language. Con- 
secrated by frequent use in Scripture, they 
both blend, as it were, in our thought 
of the “ Father in heaven.” For, indeed, 
that Father claims the Mother-function too: 
“Ags one whom his mother comforteth, so 
will lcomfort you!” What reassurance in 
the word ! 

“Father” and “ Mother;” yes, these 
noble and darling names are consecrated by 
Scripture, and embalmed in our rich English 
store of poetry and of prose. And therefore 
every lover of the pathos and the power 
which they contain—every reverer of the 
associations which they enshrine, should 
become as it were a member of agreat soci- 
ety for preserving them from the encroach- 
ments and inroads of these contemptible 
and trivial appellations which are more and 
more gaining ground upon these stately and 
tender words, and, by degrees, banishing 
them to books. exiles from the language or 
our homes And is not the lightness of 
speech which obtains in our day, concern- 
ing the venerable relations of parent and 
child, partly the cause, and partly also 
the effect, of those frivolous words which 
are now, even in the homes of the poor, 
gradually ousting the graver diction of a 
less flippant age, and taking tha place of 
the beautiful names which combine in them- 
selves both affection and reverence? Two 
things which, in the most intimate relations 
of life, should never be divorced; and yet 
this is done in the case of some of the names 
which, thouzh sometimes expressing en- 
dearment, yet studiously avoid respect. 

This truth is well set forth by Coventry 
Patmore, in his beautiful advice concerning 
the relations between husband and wife, 
He calls it “love ceremonious ; ” and, muta- 
tis mutandis, we may apply his words to any 
home relations : 


“ Keep your undrest, familiar style 

For strangers, but respect your friend, 
Her most whose ‘sweet maternal’ smi}:--- 

Ts, and asks, honor without end. 

'Tis found, and needs it must so be, 

That life from love's allegiance flags, 
When love forgets his majesty 

In sloth’s unceremonions rags. 

Let Love make Home a gracious Court: 

There let the world’s rude, hasty ways 
Be fashioned to a loftier port, 

And learn to bow and stand at gaze; 
And let the sweet, respective sphere 

Of personal worship there obtain 
Cirenmference for moving clear, 

None verging on another’s train. 
makes that pleasures do not cloy, 
lignifies onr mortal strife 
With calmness and considerate joy, 

Befitting our immortal life.” 





Ah, can too much honor be paid, too 
Her 


part it is, indeed, to bear. How patient 


wes she with our wayward youth; over- 
indulgent, the sterner parent tells her ; but, 
within limits, the very faults of gentlenees 
are beautiful.*She bears the testy and rebell- 


ious moods: like the willow-tree— 
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“ Tf the rudest blasts assail her, 
Patiently she droops awhile ; 

But when showers and breezes bail her, 
Wears again her willing smile.” 


But the Father must have atknowledg- 
ment, contrition—very rightly; only it is 
sweet to see how ready the Mother is ever 
to give much, and to accept, thankfully 
to accept, little. Nevertheless, her in- 
fluence is prodigious. She may seem to 
be pushed aside, for a while, at times; | 
but she is ever the one sought in time of 
trouble: the women that followed Jesus 
eo closely won, surely, as their meed, | 
this likeness to him. She paves the wav | 
tor dreaded requests or revelations to the | 
Father, bearing, alas! too often the brunt | 
of his vexation or testiness; and willing to | 
bear it, that the storm may come broken and | 
less severe upon the children. From the | 
first, she is pre-eminently unselfish. While | 
the tired Father frets at his night’s rest bro- | 
ken, she will sit up for hours rocking the | 
erying babe, and never for a moment losing | 
patience. She is all compassion, all allow- | 
ance, forits misdemeanors; and the inhar- | 
monious and ceaseless wail that brings | 
wrath upon it from others does but bid her 
press it closer to her warm maternal heart. 
Then the girls, although they cling to her, 
yet will take liberties, and give saucy 
answers, that they dare not bestow upon 
the Father. And she bears with the rude- 
ness and roughness of the boys, complain- 
ing, indeed, that they “get beyond her; ” 
still ever their warm sympathizer in their 
manifold sorrows, joys, friendships, loves, 
enterprises, scrapes; ever their comforter in 
their hurts and griefs and disgraces. 


How sternly ought the Father to visit any 
disrespect to the Mother! How strictly 
ought he to uphold her authority! With 
what respect ought he himself to treat her, 
before the quick-eyed children! Is this 
enough attended to? oris not her dictum 
sometimes set aside with a pish or a pshaw ? 
Is the boy never allowed to come to one par- 
ent for a reversal of the sentence of the 
other? Is the very idea of sucha thing one 
of which the child would never dream? 
These questions are well to ask ourselves at 
times. 








A PARDON LOCKED UP. 
[By Hugh Stowell.] 


In the Isle of Man, as I was one day 
walking on the sea-shore, I remember 
contemplating with thrilling interest an old 
gray ruined tower, covered with ivy. There 
was a remarkable history connected with 
the spot. In that tower was formerly 
hanged one of the hest governors the island 
ever possessed. He had been accused of 
treachery to the king during the time of the 
civil wars, and received sentence of death. 
Intercession was made on his behalf, and a 
pardon was sent; but that pardon fell into 
the hands of his bitter enemy, who kept it 
locked up, and the governor was hanged. 
His name is still honored by the many ; and 
you may ofien hear a pathetic ballad sung 
to his memory to the music of the spinning- 
wheel, 

We must feel horror-struck at the fear- 
ful turpitude of the man who, having 
the pardon for his fellow-creature in his 
potanasien, could keep it back, and let 

im die the death of a traitor. But let us 
restrain our indignation till we ask onr- 
selves whether God might not point his fin- 
ger to most of us, and say, “ Thou art the 
man! Thou hast a pardon in thine hands 
to save thy fellow-creatures, not from tem- 
poral, but eternal death. Thou hast a par- 
don suited to all, sent to all, designated for 
all. Thou hast enjoyed it thyself; but hast 
thou kept it back from thy brother instead 
of sending it to the ends of the earth?” 








Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 
First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 





We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send *.r 
particulars and references. 

J. B. WATHINS & CO.. 


Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKIN’ UN, Manager, 
@3 Broadwav, New York. 





BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, *7¢ 
Made of choice materials, and per 
fumed with mild and agreeahic 
® ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi 
let or Nursery Soap. Made oniy by 
Rorrson Bros. & Co.. Boston. 








R the Leaf Cluster, send to D, R. NIVER 
F°S.8 N. 


»N. Y. 


J. ESTEY & 





No. 160.—Front View. 
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No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocis, 


Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 
Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 





SAXE & HKHOBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 36 EAST 14th ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK 
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THE PENN MUTUAL | 
LIFE INSURANCE CO., of Philadelphia. 


ASSETS ACCUMULAED, $5,940,006.37. 

The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its 
surplus premiums are returned to the members 
every year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possible rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies issued at life rates 
Agents Wanted. Apply to H. S. STEPHENS, Vice- 
President, 921 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








18275. 
THE >“MNSYLVANIA 
«#URANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Japital, $400,000.00. - > Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWFETLT, Secretary 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Ass’t. Secretary. 


ANSAS. 


All about its Soil, Climate, Resources, Products, 

Laws, and its People are given in the KANSAS 
FARMER, a10-page Weekly, in its 15th year. 
paid, 3 months, 50 cents, 2 
| Address J. K. HUDSON, Topeka, Kansas, 
| Has quickly taken a high place among agricultural 
| journals.—N. Y. Tribune. We have considered it 
| among the best of our exchanges, and & worthy repre- 
| 
| 
| 


rir®r 














Post- 


j 


sentative of the West.—Practical Farmer, Phila. Our 
Kansas friends should feel much pride in the high char- 
acter and sterling worth of their state agricultural 
paper.— National Live Stock Journal. Wecheerfully 
credit it with being one of the best edited of our West- 
| ern agricultural exchanges.—Spirit of the Times, N. Y. 


| Case's Bible Atlas 
Sise. Accurate, and up to the times, 16 Full Page 





| 

| 

| 

j Quarto 

| Maps, with otes, and Index. Designed to aid 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars, Every Family needs 
it. Price $1.00. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

AGENTS WANTED in every Township. tera 

Terms given. Address O. D. Case & Co., Hartford. Conn 





MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known t« 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others, No agencies, P.O. address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. ¥. 

MENEELY & CO. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted, 

Ilustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vanpuzen & Tier, 102 &. 2d St., Cincinnati. 


~ MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. ¥ 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 


4am illustrated Catalogues sent free. 

















PUBLICATIONS. 





Merry Music for Merry Christmas 





What more a gift for a musical friend 
than one or more of our “ Golden Series” of music 
books. Each of the following volumes contains 224 
wes of elegant music, worth in sheet form about 
40.00, 


GOLDEN CHORD 


hree volumes of 
ular and brilliant 


GOLDES CIRCLE piano-forte music, 
PIANO TR EASURES Each volume contains 


from 150 to 200 beautiful pieces, consisting of Waltzes, 
Polkas, Marches, Galops, Schottisches, Mazurkas, 
Fantasias, Popular Airs, Duetts, etc., etc, 

SONG TREASURES ) Two volumes of choice 
LATS . » Vocal music consisting 
SONG DIAMONDS f of Songs, Ballads, etc., 
by the finest writers in Europe and America, Price of 
each of the above volumes, bound in boards, $2.50; in 
cloth, $3.00; in full gilt (an elegant gift edition), $4.00, 
Mailed on receipt of price. Catalogue giving contents 
of each sent free, 


EIGHT NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS 


Together with 40 pages of new music and interesting 
reading matter are contained in 


BRAINARD'S MUSICAL WORLD 


for December.—Holiday Number! Full of choice 
music, Sold by Newsdealers or mailed on receipt of 
15 cents. Only $1.50per year with premium. Send lic. 
for Sample copy. 


8. BRAINARD'S SONS, Publishers Cleveland, @. 
JUST PUBLISHED. 


The Paragon of Hollday Books for Musical People. 


“The Great Tone Posts,” 


BEING SHORT MEMOIRS OF THE 
GREAT COMPOSERS. 
BY F. CROWEST. 


A valuable, convenient and beautiful work for 
musical readers; a perfect compendium of infor- 
mation concerning the mst eminent musicians 
and their works, The volume contains inspiring 
seetches of the following composers and their 
works: 

BACH, HANDEL, GLUCK, HAYDN, MOZART. 
BEETHOVEN, WEBER, ROSSINI, SCHUBERT, 
MENDELSSOHN and SHUMANN, 
Nothing cou'd be of greater service to the musi- 

eal student than this elegant work. 


Bound in Cloth, $1.50. 
Sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Published by 


JOHN CHURCH & CoO., 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
And 805 Broadway, NEW YORK, 


New Publications. 


LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By Rev. 
D. O. Mears. With two steel portraits of Dr. Kirk, 
and views of Mount Vernon Church and the Ameri- 
can Chapel at Paris, Sm. 8vo. Cloth, $3. 

This book will bave a larger reading than that of 
admiring friends, Dr. Kirk made his impress on the 
age in which he lived, and thousands in this and other 
lands willavail themselves of this opportunity te know 
more intimately one who did so much for his fellow- 
men. ... Especially should it be found in all our Sab- 
bath School Libraries.—Cambridge Press. 

THE STORY OF CREATION. By 8S. M. Campbell, 
D.D. Tlustrated. 12mo0,. Cloth, $1.75. 

From Rev. Dr. J. M. Manning, Old South Ch., Bos- 
ton: ‘“ Having taken it up, I kept to it till the whole 
was read. It ought to find multitudes of purchasers.” 
SLICES OF MOTHER GOOSE. By Alice Parkman. 

Illustrated by “Champ.” In envelope, 75 cents, 
boards, $1.25. 

*,* New and bright versions of fourteen of the most 
popular Mother Goose rhymes, with exquisite humor- 
ous illustrations in silhouette and otherwise. Text 
printed in red, on plate paper. 

ALL AROUND A PALETTE. Children’s Art Series. 
By Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney. Over a hundred illus- 
trations and striking cover designs, by “ Champ.” 
Smalidto, Cloth, $1.50. 

THE CEDARS. More of Child Life. 

Vol. IL. of the Long Ago Series. 

l6mo. Cloth. $1.25. 

ONE HAPPY WINTER. By Mrs. S. 8S. Robbins, 

author of the‘ Win and Wear Series.” Llustrated. 

lémo, Cloth. $1.25. 

*,.*A young girl's story of a winter in Florida. 

REAL BOYS AND GIRLS. By Mary C. Bartlett. 

Illustrated. 16mo,. Cloth. $1. 

At all Booksellers, or sent, postpaid, on receipt ot 

price, by the Publishers, 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Boston. 


AT A COST OF ONE CENT. 


Send the request on a poStal card, and we will at 





By Ellis Gray. 
Tlustrated. Sq. 








once forward post-paid, a specimen package of all 





popular S. S. Papers issued (Teachers’ Magazines 





also if desired) from which to make up order for '73. 





A Great Ofer fur Holidays’ 


We will during these hard*times and 
the holidays dispose of i00 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or instaliments, 
than ever before offered. Waters’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Ill. Cata- 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, T-octave, $140; 
7 1-3-octave, $1503; Organs, 2 stops, 
$48; 4 stops, $535; 7 stops, $65; 8 
stops, $703; 10 stops, $853; 12 stops, 
$90; in perfect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at haif price. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, New 
York. 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 


In Cloth, Bine and Geld, 40 auute pee copy. Address 
M. E., Box 53, Kinderhook, New York. 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 





Will also enclose gratis our new classified refer- 





ence Catalogue of Sunday ¢chool Literature and 





helps. This wiil be found quite heipful and sugges- 





tive to officers and teachers. 





We are now supplying thousands of schools in 





ill parts of the United States and Canadas. 
Aduress F H. REVELL, Sunday Schoo! Emporium, 
143 & 150 Madison St., Chicaco 





New American Cyclope:ia. A second-hand 
copy, good condition, 16 vols., cloth; also a set in 
sheep, will be exchanged for good books, or sold 
very cheap. Immense catalogue of old and new books, 
American Book Exchange, 55 Beekman St., N. Y. 


NO MORE HARD TIMES. 


3000 Ministers: Book and Picture 
Agents Wanted, One agent cleared $15, the 
other day, in nine hours. $8 worth of samples free. 
Address Rev. 8S. ‘I’. BUCK, Milton, Northumberland 
Co,, Pa. 














FS the Baptist Teacher and Leaves,Bend to D. R 
NIVER, Albany, N. Y. 
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NEW ANSWER PAPER! 


ON THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1878. 


FULL EXPLANATIONS AND LESSON 
HELPS FOR SCHOLARS, 


as complete as other papers have for teachers, will 
be given in the NEW PAPER, 


THE 


Scholar's Companion. 


Issued January 1, 1878. 

Edited by the author of “ The Scholar's Hand-Books.” 
Published monte. 8pp. Square dto. Large 
page—large clear type. 

FRESHEST, BRIGHTEST, CHEAPEST, 

And only complete Periodical for Scholars. 
ONLY 2% CENTS A YEAR. 

Fight or mere copies only 15 cents a year, costing for 
a class of eight scholars only 10 cents per month, or 30 
cents for three months. 


The Sunday School World, 


FOR TEACHERS. 
Containing the International Bible Studies, for 1878 
by the Rev. John Hall, 0.D. of New York. 
Monthly, by mail, 60c__ In clubs, 35c., postage paid. 
[ef CHILDS WORLD. 
Edited by the Rev. RicHuarp Newton, D.D. 
100 copies per year, monthly, $12; semi-monthly, $24. 
By mail, monthly, $13; semi-monthly, $26, post-paid. 


Ar) A Al 
PRICES REDUCED!!! 
GRADED LESSON PAPERS, 

FOR SCHOLARS. 
1. The Advanced. 2. The Intermediate. 3. The Pri- 
mary. Price reduced from $9 to $7.50 for 100 copies a 


year. 
REVIEW PAPERS. (Quarterly.) 


1, Large Review Chart, 3'4 by 5 feet. 25 cts. each. 
2. Superintendent's Review Paper, 2 cts. each. 
3. Scholars’ Review Paper, 100 copies, 75 cts. 
THE SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK 
On the INTERNATIONAL LESSONS, by Rev. E. W. 
Rice; with Explanations, &c.,on Lessons from January 
to July, 1878. 10 cents. Per 100, $8. 
PUBLISHED BY THE 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia ; 

8 & 10 Bible House, New York; 7 Beacon St., Boston; 
73 Randolph St., Chicago; 207 N. 6th St., Louis. 





Blackboard Drawing in the Sunday- School. 
We beg to announce that we have undertaken the 
manufacture of 
SPRINGER’S TRANSFER DESIGNS FOR THE 
BLACKBOARD, 
and that we are now preparing a set of these designs to 
illustrate the 
INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
FOR 1878. 
Each design will be accompanied by the necessary 
directions for executing it, and by a chromo-litho- 
graphic card, showing how the design will look when 
finished. é 
We are also prepared to furnish all the needful 
REQUISITES FOR BLACKBOARD DRAWING, 
such as Blackboard Cloth, Crayons, Pounce-bags, etc. 
A MANUAL for BLACKBOARD DRAWING, by 
FRANK BEARD, 
is now in press, and will shortly be issued. 
For further information and price-lists, apply to 
L. PRANG & ©O., 
Art and Educational Publishers, Boston, Mass. 


JUST THE THING FOR 
ALL THE SCHOLARS. 


The Record 
is designed to be kept by th 
a record of his own and his teachers attend 
ance and punctuality, together with the 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the 
amount of his contribution 

In regard to this little book The Stmeriu Seoul 
Times says “Such «a record in genera: use would 
do much to guicken the interest of the scholars in 
the Sunday-school and to raise their standard of 
conduct and scholarship.” 

Price, postage prepaid only sixty cents per dozen, 
Send five cents for sample 


EBEN. SHUTE 
Manager Lunternational 8, 8, Supply Co., 
564 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON, 


PULPIT PAINTINGS. 
For Illustrated Sermons on Sunday-school 
Meetings 


Rev. E, M. Long, for 20 years has been preaching and 
developing the plan of IDustrated Sermons in revival 
efforts, in 700 Churches and 22 States of the Union, has 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of Pastors 
Sunday-school Superintendents in weekly, monthly 
or revival services, and loans them for 10 per cent. of 
cost, Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, &c., sent for 


scholar, and contains 








Weents. Photographs o/ Paintings also sent, Effec- 
tive in holding eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old. and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N. i2th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 
* Iilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors;” 
and Illustrated Stationery for Religious Correspon- 
dence. 


NHW AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWARD CARDS rox SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘ext Cards—sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Oards-—-Godd Desire Cards—and 4ymna! 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list El: UCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address J. H. RUF- 
FORD'S SON Publishers of Novelties in Fine 

Arts, 141 to 47 Franklin St.. Boston, Mass, 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL HELPS. 

Oldest Sunday-School and Tract Depo: weet of the 
Mississippi Anything furnished to order’ Eastern 
prices. Correspondence solicited. 

J W. MoINTYRE, Agent, 719 Olive St., St. Louis. 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS, Ten cents 
Mailed free. Address M K., Rox 88, Ki: 
New York 


r cop 
erhoo 








jook for Suaday “choo! Se!olars | 


time | 


| 





R Primary Teachers’ Monthly and Pictorial | 


Primary Lesson Leaves, send to D. R, NIVER, | 
y. ‘ 


Albany. N. Y 


YOR the International Monthly and International 
Weekly Lesson Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 
Albany, N. Y. 


PULPIT HEUPS For ee oa Tie ioteate 


— I _semees Awan 


Fifth Ave. cor 18th St., 





FOR 1878. 


In arranging its plans for 1878, it has been the alm of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each special department; also to secure greater variety and richness than 
before in every other portion of its columns, Announcements are now made as follows: 

of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 
PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D., foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 
of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 
of the University at Rochester, a member 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D.. of the Bible Revision Committee, will con- 
tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 
of Andover Theological Seminary, author of “ The 
PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D., Still Hour,” will furnish a series of Meditations, or 
Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week. 
& CLAY TRUMBUL Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Tlustra- 
“4 9 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 
readers of The Times during the year now closing. 
GEORGE A PELTZ Corresponding Edit>r, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 
ad 9 work, giving the lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 
nation of its biography. geography, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 
ners and customs, as will aid the student to its better understanding. 
66 FAITH LATIMER 99 will supply her admirable expositions of the lesson for the 


benefit of Primary Class teachers. 
who is following in the steps of his disting’ sished father 
The REV. W. W. NEWTON, asa preacher to children, is to furnish / ‘ustrations, 
original and selected, for each week’s lesson. 
will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 


The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D., ments on the lessons, week by week. 

The Rev. Messrs. J.C. W. Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 
OTHER LESSON HELPS. Mr. ones Plant will ouagens Blackboard Outlines oma 
Hints on the lessons from time to time. Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 


week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 
be fuxn ished by well-known scholars. 


ROSE TERRY COOKE who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 

? character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times. 
This is Mrs, Cooke's first serial story, and it is written tor the stumulus and encouragement oi 
Sunday-school teachers and other Christial workers 


MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON 80 well known for his literary work on The 


9 Independent, and as an editor of “The Hist 
of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 


Sunday School Times. 

recently of the Syrian Protestant College at Beyrout, widely 
PROF. ISAAC H. HAL ’ known as a learned and accurate sch vlur in the field of bibli- 
cal research, is to devote himself to the varied departments of The Times and its accompanying 
lesson helps, including the giving of explanatory notes on the Scholars’ Quarterly, and explain- 


ing Orientalisms of the Old Testament lessons. 
ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS A series of sketches of personal experience in the 
* Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 
school men, will be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 
men will have a place in The Times. Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 
include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 
If you will send your name and post-office 


NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS. address, together with twenty-five cents, to 


the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subscribers. The regular prices are as follows: From 1 to 14 copiesa 
yon, =. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 
each, ‘ess 














the present conditions of trade at 


Prices. 





| PHILADELPHIA, 1876, 


[== Vacs in all great contests, and for 

the past Fifty-Three Years 
the Acknowledged Standard of the World— 
being copied not only by the makers of this 
country, but of Europe—will be offered during 


Creatly Reduced 


were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLD'S FAIR in LON- 
| DON, 1851: at the GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, 1867; at the 
INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION in 


All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms, 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
Chickering Hall, W. H. DUTTON & SON, 


1301 Chestnut St., 





New York City. 


P.S.—A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE YEARS—given with every Piano. 


| Philadelphia. 








CANDY BY MAIL! 





Florida, California, or Canada. Address, 


SET 


PYNIUAT every one in the country may have an oppor- 

tunity to try Croft, Wilbur, & Co.’s famous Choco- 
late Caramels, the manufacturers will send them by 
mail to any one desiring them. They are put up in 
one-fourth pound boxes, and will be sent, postage 
paid, for twenty cents a box. By this plan any one can 


receive them in good shape, whether living in Maine, 





CROFT. WILBUR, & CO., 1226 Market St., Philadelphia. Pa. | 








ING, and Crib BABY-CHAIR. 


invented. 


“a terms now offered to purchasers. For illu 





JUST THE THING FORTHE BABY! 
The Combined WALKING, ROCKING, RECLIN- 


One of the most useful articie~ of Furniture ever 
A splendid Holiday present. moe 


d 
Circular and Price List, address ERIE CHAIR CO., 
ERIE, Pa. 








Sett Complete in Terry, $65. 

Sett Complete in Plush, $75. 

Made in solid black walnut and finished in the 
most elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 
er sett, Pew cushions, 35 cts. to $1.25 per foot. 
Yhurch, Chapel, and Sunday School Furniture on 
hand of the latest and most approved patterns, or 
made to order at short notice. Photographs, with 
Price List, sent by mail if applied for. 


Paine’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 4.15 





Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train. 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baggage 
collected and checked to destination by Mann's 
Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 
a 








TRADE MA 
HAMS 


AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


464, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 


F. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 


UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAM 


WONE GENUINE UNLESS BEARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


‘Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, as in theouh, » 


TO ADVERTISERS!3::2°2 


do any newspaper ing, the THIRD EDITION of 


AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 1% 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the n-mes 
circul.tion, and advertising rates of several thous:n< 
newsppers in the Unit States and Cannda, and 
contains more information of value to sn advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully rev » and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in newspa 

advertising. Address N. W. AYER & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 


COX AND SONS, LONDON, 


13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. 
Branch Depot, 12 West St., Boston. 
ART WORK IN WOOD, STONE. METAL, TILES 
AND STAINE!: GLASS. 

Christmas Decorations for C! urch and Don sii¢ 
Use. now on exhibition. 

Stiffs’ Plain and Decorated Lambeth Ware. 

List of Catalogues on application. 











All the Best Makes of SCROLL SAWS 
' 
LATEES, with Jig and Circular Saw At- 
tachments; Too! Chests, with Best Tools: 
Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and Desi 


Ice King, Ac- 
SKATES me, American 
§ Ciub, etc., eic. 

At Factory Prices. Ci/aloques Free. 
TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St., Phila, 























SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 








